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AN ACT relating to patient dumping.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 438 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Prior to bringing a prisoner or other person to Kentucky who is in need of medical, dental, psychological, mental health, mental retardation, substance abuse, or alcohol abuse treatment, a peace officer, public employee, or private employee from another state shall first contact and make arrangements with the receiving medical, dental, psychological, mental health, mental retardation, substance abuse, or alcohol abuse treatment facility to:

(a)
Accept the patient;

(b)
Pay the full charges for the person's treatment in Kentucky; and 

(c)
Return the person to the sending state following the completion of treatment.

(2)
If full payment is not made for the medical, dental, psychological, mental health, mental retardation, substance abuse, or alcohol abuse treatment, the peace officer, public employee, or private employee and his or her employer shall be jointly and severally liable in an appropriate civil action for the full charges for the treatment. A prevailing plaintiff shall be entitled to recover court costs, witness fees, and reasonable attorney's fees.

(3)
Failure to pay the charges for the medical, dental, psychological, mental health, mental retardation, substance abuse, or alcohol abuse treatment within thirty (30) days of receiving a claim for the services from the treating facility shall constitute theft in the amount of the bill and may be proceeded against by the Commonwealth's attorney or county attorney, as appropriate.

(4)
A peace officer, public employee, or private employee who brings a person to a medical, dental, psychological, mental health, mental retardation, substance abuse treatment, or alcohol abuse treatment facility in Kentucky in violation of subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor for the first and second offenses and a Class D felony for a third or subsequent offense.  This offense shall be in addition to any civil liability or criminal offense relating to nonpayment or lack of prompt payment of the costs of treatment.

(5)
This section shall not apply to a peace officer, public employee, or private employee who is transporting a prisoner or other person into or through Kentucky and the prisoner or other person becomes injured or develops a medical condition which requires immediate medical care to save the life or preserve the health of the prisoner or other person so transported.
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