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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1053


	Bill #:
	HB 188 HCS 


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Local Codes of Ethics


	Sponsor:
	Rep.  Larry Clark


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	 
	County
	 
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Attorney


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	 
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 188 HCS prohibits a consolidated local government from providing or paying for legal representation for an elected or appointed official or employee who is the subject of an ethical complaint.
HB 188 HCS adds that the consolidated local government may not pay for the legal representation of any person who files a complaint as authorized under the government’s local code of ethics.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 188 on a consolidated local government is an indeterminable savings. 
It is impossible to predict how many ethical complaints will be brought against officials and employees in the future.  However, records of the Jefferson County Attorney’s Office indicate that in the last two years, the cost of representing two persons charged with ethical complaints totaled $138,953.
HB 188 HCS would not change the original local fiscal impact estimate as the number of persons who file local ethics complaints and would seek to be paid for their legal representation cannot be determined.
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