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AN ACT relating to reading proficiency and student promotion.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Students in the second grade shall be retained if the student fails to demonstrate reading proficiency at or above the second grade level as demonstrated by the results of a state-approved standardized test of reading comprehension administered to second grade students. Schools shall provide reading interventions to retained students to remediate reading deficiency, which may include:

(a)
Ninety (90) minutes of daily, uninterrupted, evidence-based reading instruction, 

(b)
Accelerated reading classes, 

(c)
Transition classes containing second and third grade students, and

(d)
Summer reading camps.

(2)
Students may be exempt from mandatory retention in second grade for good cause but shall continue to receive instructional supports and services and reading interventions appropriate for their age and reading level. Good cause exemptions shall be limited to the following: 

(a)
Students with limited English proficiency with less than two (2) years of instruction in an English as a Second Language program.

(b)
Students with disabilities whose individualized education program indicates the use of alternative assessments and reading interventions.

(c)
Students who demonstrate reading proficiency appropriate for second grade students on an alternative assessment of reading comprehension. The school shall notify the State Board of Education of the alternative assessment used to demonstrate reading proficiency.

(d)
Students who demonstrate, through a student reading portfolio, reading proficiency appropriate for second grade students.

(3)
The school shall provide notice to parents or guardians when a second grade student is not reading at grade level. The notice shall state that if the student's reading deficiency is not remedied by the end of the second grade, the student shall be retained unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause. Notice shall also be provided to parents or guardians of any student who is to be retained under this subsection of the reason the student is not eligible for a good cause exemption, as well as a description of proposed reading interventions that will be provided to the student to remediate identified areas of reading deficiency.

(4)
The school shall report in writing to the State Board of Education by September 1 of each year, starting in 2014, the following information on the prior school year: 

(a)
The number and percentage of second grade students demonstrating and not demonstrating reading proficiency on the state-approved standardized test of reading comprehension administered to second grade students.

(b)
The number and percentage of second grade students not demonstrating reading proficiency and who do not return to the school the following school year.

(c)
The number and percentage of second grade students who take and pass the alternative assessment of reading comprehension.

(d)
The number and percentage of second grade students retained for not demonstrating reading proficiency.
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