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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	283


	Bill #:
	HB 202


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Amend the Constitution relating to voting.


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Darryl Owens


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Clerks


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
Current Kentucky law permits citizens to vote in the county clerk’s office prior to election day only for “excused” reasons such as scheduled surgery or because the individual will be out of the county on election day.  HB 202 proposes to amend Sections 147 and 148 of the Constitution to allow voters to vote early and would not require voters to have an excuse for exercising this option.  This form of voting is often referred to as “no excuse early voting.” 

If the voters ratify the constitutional amendments proposed in HB 202, then the General Assembly will be required by law to establish a process for no excuse early voting in the county clerk’s office or designated locations on specified days prior to election day.  HB 202 stipulates that the state would be required to reimburse each county for early voting costs.

Early voting is a trend that has grown in recent years.  At least 32 states now implement some form of no excuse early voting. 

     

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 202 on local government is expected to be minimal.  

If HB 202 is enacted, county clerks will be required to make sure that the constitutional questions are on the ballot for the 2014 general election. Since the questions would be considered as an additional item on an already scheduled statewide election, the only additional costs clerks would have are the additional programming costs of the voting machines. 

According to Harp Enterprises, a vendor that provides electronic voting machines to approximately 97 Kentucky counties, there is some programming costs to add a constitutional amendment question to a ballot.  For example, the cost to add a constitutional amendment to a ballot for Franklin County, with 44 precincts, is estimated to be between $1,250 and $2,000.
As noted above, there should be no fiscal impact on local governments if the Constitutional amendments pass and the General Assembly establishes a process for no excuse early voting, since HB 202 specifies that the state is to reimburse the counties for costs associated with early voting.
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