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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT
	GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

	2013  REGULAR SESSION
	


MEASURE
	(X ) 2013 BR No.
	1532
	
	(X)
	HB
	Bill No.
	395

	( ) Resolution No.
	
	
	( ) Amendment No.
	

	SUBJECT/TITLE
	

	SPONSOR
	An Act Relating to Crimes and Punishments


NOTE SUMMARY
	Fiscal Analysis:
	
	X
	Impact
	
	
	No Impact
	
	Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	
	X
	State
	
	X
	Local
	
	Federal

	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	Administrative Office of the Courts, Overall General Fund Revenue

	Fund(s) Impact:
	
	X
	General
	
	
	Road
	
	Federal

	
	
	Restricted Agency (Type)
	
	(Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY_______________________________________________________________
	Fiscal Estimates
	
	2012-2013
	2013-2014
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues          Increase
                             (Decrease)
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable

	Expenditures     Increase 
                              (Decrease)
	
	
	
	

	Net Effect      Positive
                         (Negative)
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable


MEASURE'S PURPOSE:   The purpose of the bill appears to be to reduce the number of criminal misdemeanors included in the Kentucky Revised Statures and reduce the number of misdemeanors that must be adjudicated by the courts.
PROVISION/MECHANICS:  The bill changes a number of offenses from a Class A or B misdemeanor to a violation.  It allows pre-payment of a fine for the violation prior to the court date, thereby making the court hearing unnecessary.  The offenses included are:  possession of marijuana; possession, delivery of, use of, or advertising of drug paraphernalia; owning or operating a vehicle without insurance, unlawful access to a computer, third and fourth degree; criminal trespass, second and third degree; possession of a noxious substance; criminal littering; unlawfully using slugs to imitate coins, second degree; false advertising; bait advertising; compounding a crime; unlawful assembly; harassing communications; public intoxication; and disrupting meetings, second degree.  
FISCAL EXPLANATION:  Information provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts indicates that there were 2,654 convictions in Circuit Court and 35,066 convictions in District Court for the above listed misdemeanors during fiscal year 2012.  It should be noted that 21,100 were traffic related, and were likely to not include an arrest, but would require a court appearance. Changing these offenses to violations that can be prepaid would appear to have the following impact:
Currently, persons arrested for a number of these misdemeanors are generally taken to the county jail and must undergo the pre-trial release process.  For virtually all of these cases, a court appearance for arraignment and possibly trial is required.  Changing these offenses to misdemeanors would reduce the caseload of the courts.
Persons cited for a violation are generally not arrested and are not taken to the county jail.  Also, they are not generally sentenced to jail time for the offense.  This could provide a savings to local jails.

Persons found guilty of a violation, or admitting guilt will be required to pay monetary fines and court costs.  This could result in an increase to the General Fund in revenue from fines, especially since offenders can prepay the fine and avoid appearing in court.
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