Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2013 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	995


	Bill #:
	HB 432


	Bill Subject/Title:
	An ACT relating to school safety


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Greg Stumbo


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Law enforcement; County Jails


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	 
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 432 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 527 which prohibits the possession of a knife on school property, with exceptions, and requires each school’s chief administrator to display signs stating that it is unlawful to do so. HB 432 makes the unlawful possession of a knife on school property a violation for the first offense, a Class B misdemeanor for the second offense, a Class A misdemeanor for the third offense, and a Class D felony for the fourth or subsequent offense. 

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 432 on local government is expected to be minimal.  Cost to local government includes the effort to enforce the law and the cost to jail offenders. 

It cannot be determined for certain how many individuals will violate the provisions of HB 432. The Kentucky Department of Education keeps records of incidents involving weapons on school property, but the possession of a knife falls into the “other” category with other non-firearm weapons. During the 2011-2012 school year 253 incidents involving other non-firearm weapons were reported.

Local police officers, sheriffs, and other peace officers will have to investigate complaints, cite or arrest violators, and help prosecute violators. Individuals convicted of violating the provisions of HB 432 may face fines, imprisonment, or both.  Fines for a violation and for a Class B misdemeanor are $250, $500 for a Class A misdemeanor, and between $1,000 and $10,000 for a Class D felony. 
Adults convicted of a Class B misdemeanor or a Class A misdemeanor can be incarcerated respectively for up to 90 days or one year in one of Kentucky’s 79 jails. While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.24 per day.

Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case. While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day. Upon sentencing, most Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for the duration of their sentence. The state pays at the rate of $31.34 a day for these prisoners. This amount may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility.

	Data Source(s):
	LRC staff; Kentucky Department of Education; Kentucky Sheriff's Assocation
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