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AN ACT designating the Kentucky Long Rifle as the official gun of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Long Rifle played an essential role in the settlement of the Commonwealth in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Long Rifle, which was also known as the Kentucky Rifle, among other names, was the first genuinely American rifle and was the firearm of choice for frontiersmen who explored and settled the Commonwealth, including Daniel Boone and Simon Kenton; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Long Rifle was used by many soldiers during the American Revolution at such encounters as the Battle of Saratoga and the Battle of Kings Mountain, and during the War of 1812 at such encounters as the Battle of New Orleans; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Long Rifle was the ideal firearm for use in the settlement of the frontier and had advantages over other firearms commonly used in North America in the late eighteenth century, because the Kentucky Long Rifle was a lightweight firearm made from light stock, commonly curly maple; it was an economical firearm because it required relatively small-caliber ammunition, allowing frontiersmen to use less lead and powder, thus saving money, as well as allowing frontiersmen to carry greater amounts of ammunition; and it featured a long barrel, commonly with spiral grooving, to ensure improved range and accuracy; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Long Rifle was a necessity for frontier families and was essential for hunting and self-defense;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 2 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Kentucky Long Rifle is named and designated the official gun of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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