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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	104


	Bill #:
	HB 93


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to outdoor warning siren systems


	Sponsor:
	Representative Kim King


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local emergency management agencies


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	 
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 93 creates new requirements under KRS 39B for local emergency management agencies and local entities responsible for the activation of outdoor warning siren systems. 
Outdoor warning siren systems would be required to be activated in response to either a severe thunderstorm or tornado warning issued by the National Weather Service.  If a county has the ability to do so, sirens shall be activated only in those portions of the county that are affected by a warning.  Otherwise, the siren system shall sound for the entire county for which a warning is in effect.  The sirens are to remain activated for the duration of the emergency conditions and may not be deactivated until the National Weather Service cancels or allows the warning to expire.  Sirens shall not be sounded to indicate an “all clear.” 
Local emergency management agencies or, as the case may be, local entities responsible for the activation of outdoor warning siren shall have the necessary equipment to enable them to instantly receive severe weather warnings.  Such equipment would include NOAA weather alert radios and weather alert computer and smartphone applications.  Once a severe weather warning has been received, that agency shall immediately activate its outdoor warning siren system, if a siren system exists in that jurisdiction.  The instant activation of a siren system may be made either manually or with the simultaneous activation of a receiver (such as a radio) that is connected to the siren system.     
All persons involved in the activation of outdoor warning siren systems shall undergo training related to the proper use of such systems.  The training shall be conducted by the Division of Emergency Management.  Additionally, outdoor warning siren systems are subject to biennial evaluations by the Division of Emergency Management to ensure that such systems are used properly and are functional.

Each local emergency management agency or local entity responsible for outdoor warning siren systems shall submit an annual report to the Division of Emergency Management.  The report shall detail the date, time, and reason for each warning siren activation during a 12 month period.  Neither this reporting requirement nor any other requirement in this bill shall apply to the activation of a siren system for testing, maintenance, or non-weather-related civil emergencies.  
The Division of Emergency Management is also given authority to promulgate administrative regulations necessary to implement this legislation.  Additional requirements could be imposed on local governments as a result of any such regulations.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 93 on local governments is expected to range from minimal to moderate. An increase in cost will depend on how similar an existing local government’s outdoor warning siren system is to the requirements set forth in HB 93. 

The impact of this bill depends on a number of cost factors:
1. Purchase of a severe weather radio if none exists;
2. Maintaining of a pre-existing siren system;
3. Staffing of the outdoor warning siren system;

4. Effort to come into compliance with Division of Emergency Management administrative regulations and inspections; and
5. Time and effort to submit an annual report to the Division of Emergency Management.
Weather notification equipment typically consists of a weather alert radio. A weather alert radio can cost anywhere from approximately $30 to $150.  With the advent of internet technology and smartphones, web-based weather notification applications are also available.  Many of these apps are either free or relatively inexpensive. 

Although the stated intent of the bill is not to require the installation of sirens where none exist
, the cost of maintenance of pre-existing sirens will also have an impact on local governments.   This is especially important for a number of reasons.  For one, the cost of a new siren, in case an older one becomes irreparable, ranges from $25,000 to $30,000.
  
Subsection (5) requires the Division of Emergency Management to conduct annual evaluations to ensure the proper use and functionality of outdoor warning sirens.  Further, subsection (8) allows the Division to issue administrative regulations.  Coupled together, these two subsections raise the possibility that local agencies could be fined for failed evaluations.  It is also worth noting that KRS 39B.990 classifies a failure to comply with the requirements of Chapter 39B or any related regulations to be a Class A misdemeanor. The need for maintenance thus becomes a crucial component of regulatory compliance. 
Another factor that will weigh on the ultimate fiscal impact is Subsection (5)’s requirement that the Division of Emergency Management conduct training on the proper use of warning sirens. Cost could include fee for training, time away from work, travel, and materials.

There would be some minimal cost in accomplishing the duties related to the use of the warning system as specified in the bill.  Finally, Subsection (6) requires local emergency management agencies to submit an annual report to the Division of Emergency Management which contains the date, time, and reason for each siren activation during the previous year.  The impact of this requirement could be nil to minimal depending on the formatting and delivery requirements for these reports (i.e.: hard copy delivered through the mail or an electronic document delivered via email).
	Data Source(s):
	Bill Drafter, Constituent, Ky Division of Emergency Management, National Weather Service, Louisville MetroSafe, internet searches for pricing data on weather alert radios and web-based apps.
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� January 9, 2013 email from the constituent who requested the bill.


� January 9, 2013 telephone interview with the Division of Emergency Management.
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