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AN ACT relating to outdoor warning siren systems.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 39B IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, "outdoor warning siren system" means the mechanisms, equipment, and devices in fixed or mobile locations positioned outdoors that are activated to notify and warn the public of impending life-threatening situations.

(2)
When alerting the public of severe weather, outdoor warning siren systems shall only be activated in response to an active National Weather Service severe thunderstorm warning or tornado warning issued for that county. The siren systems shall sound in the individual part or parts of the county impacted by the warning if the county has the capability to do so. Otherwise, the siren system shall sound for the entire county impacted by the warning.

(3)
Outdoor warning siren systems shall sound continually while emergency conditions persist. Once the National Weather Service cancels or lets the severe weather warning expire, the outdoor warning siren systems shall cease and no separate all clear warning shall be utilized.

(4)
Each local emergency management agency or local entity responsible for activation of outdoor warning siren systems shall have the necessary equipment and capabilities in place for instant reception of severe weather warnings from the National Weather Service and instant activation of outdoor warning siren systems.

(5)
The Division of Emergency Management shall provide training related to the proper use of outdoor warning siren systems to all persons involved in the activation of outdoor warning siren systems. The division shall be required to conduct biennial evaluations to ensure that the outdoor warning siren systems are used properly and are functional.

(6)
No later than July 1 of each year, each local emergency management agency or local entity responsible for outdoor warning siren systems shall submit a report to the Division of Emergency Management which shall contain the date, time, and reason for each outdoor warning siren system activation during a twelve (12) month period. The reports shall be public records.

(7)
Nothing in this section shall apply to the activation of outdoor warning siren systems for testing and maintenance purposes or non-weather-related civil emergencies.

(8)
The Division of Emergency Management may promulgate administrative regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this section.
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