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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky Labor Cabinet, Department of Workers' Claims, to continue to monitor, implement improvements, and search for innovative solutions in the area of reopenings and medical disputes to ensure the fair, prompt, and expedited resolution of disputes for injured workers in Kentucky.

WHEREAS, an injured worker in Kentucky shall have his or her medical treatment as may be reasonably required at the time of injury and during the time of his or her disability fully compensated as long as the employee is disabled pursuant to KRS 342.020(1); and

WHEREAS, many injured workers have claims reopened or medical bills disputed after his or her initial award of workers' compensation benefits have been issued, and those injured workers struggle to find attorney representation; and

WHEREAS, medical disputes have risen at an alarming rate at the Department of Workers' Claims, from 309 disputes in 1997 to over 2000 annual medical disputes over the last four years, and the medical costs have become the largest portion of a workers' compensation claim; and

WHEREAS, administrative law judges of the Kentucky Department of Workers' claims, who are appointed by the Governor, shall have the sole authority to administer injured workers' claims by conducting hearings, supervising the presentation of evidence, rendering decisions and orders, and reviewing motions for reopening of claims and medical disputes; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Workers' Claims has a Division of Ombudsman and Workers' Compensation Specialist Services to provide information, respond to inquiries and complaints, advise parties of their rights and obligations, assist in obtaining medical and work documents, and perform duties as required by the commissioner; and

WHEREAS, the commissioner of the Department of Workers' Claims has been statutorily charged with establishing procedures for the resolution of disputes relating to the necessity, effectiveness, frequency, and cost of medical services; and

WHEREAS, the commissioner of the Department of Workers' Claims has been given statutory authority to incorporate concepts intended to reduce the costs or to speed the delivery or payment of medical services; and 

WHEREAS, the commissioner of the Department of Workers' Claims has complete authority to carry out the administrative duties of the department; and

WHEREAS, the commissioner of the Department of Workers' Claims has begun a new program designed to expedite and resolve the reopening of claims and medical disputes by assigning two administrative law judges to focus their sole attention on these claims for injured workers;

NOW, THEREFORE, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky House of Representatives urges the Kentucky Labor Cabinet, Department of Workers' Claims, commissioner and the staff thereof, to continue to monitor, collect data, search for innovative solutions, implement improvements, and provide assistance to unrepresented injured workers as permitted by KRS Chapter 342 in the area of reopenings and medical disputes to ensure the fair, prompt, and expedited resolution of disputes for injured workers in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send a copy of this Resolution to Secretary Mark Brown, Kentucky Labor Cabinet, 1047 U.S. Highway 127 South, Suite 4, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and Commissioner Dwight T. Lovan, Kentucky Department of Workers' Claims, 657 Chamberlin Avenue, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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