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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to propose an amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America to establish reasonable limits on contributions and expenditures in political campaigns and to prohibit contributions and expenditures in political campaigns by persons or groups that are not citizens of the United States of America.

WHEREAS, free and fair elections are essential to American democracy and effective self-governance; and

WHEREAS, the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America protects and was intended to protect the free speech rights of the individual citizens of the United States and was not intended to grant or protect the same right to corporations or special interest groups funded by other non-citizens; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court's ruling in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission has authorized unlimited expenditures by special interest groups in elections, including unlimited corporate spending to influence elections contrary to Section 150 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, which prohibits corporations from using money or anything of value to influence the result of any election in this state; and 

WHEREAS, freedom of speech, including political expression by citizens, is subject to reasonable limits with respect to time, place, and manner, but corporate political speech in the form of money is currently authorized without any limits; and

WHEREAS, an amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America to authorize Congress to place reasonable restrictions on the expenditure of money in political campaigns and to clarify that corporations and other entities created by law are not persons under the Constitution is needed to protect and enhance the role of individual citizens in the elections process and to prevent special interest money from overwhelming citizens'  political speech; and

WHEREAS, in order to reform our political system and our electoral process, and to restore power over that process to the individual citizens of this great nation, an amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America is urgently required;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly of Kentucky calls upon the Congress of the United States of America to propose and send to the states for ratification an amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America authorizing federal and state legislation to establish fair and comprehensive reform over federal and state elections, limits on contributions and expenditures to influence elections, recognition that money is not speech and that corporations are not persons, and a prohibition of political contributions or expenditures by corporations, associations, or other individuals or groups that are not citizens of the United States of America.

Section 2.   A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the President and Vice President of the United States of America, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the Minority Leader of the United States House of Representatives, the Majority Leader of the United States Senate, the Minority Leader of the United States Senate, and each member of the Kentucky delegation to the Congress of the United States.
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