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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish the Task Force on School and Student Safety.

WHEREAS, the protection and security of the citizenry is a primary responsibility of government; and

WHEREAS, all children, as our youngest citizens, should have access to schools that are safe, secure, and conducive to learning; and

WHEREAS, with the recent atrocity at the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, which resulted in the senseless loss of life for 20 young children and six dedicated adult educators, concerns about the safety and security of our schools are being raised across the nation; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky experienced a similar incident of school violence in Paducah in 1997, and responded with proactive legislation and action that served as a model for the nation; and

WHEREAS, strategies and technologies for the prevention of school violence have improved since that time and may serve to further enhance the safety and security of the Commonwealth's schools; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky maintains 174 school districts that collectively operate more than 1,230 schools in a diverse array of metropolitan and rural settings and circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly seeks to be informed as to effective and efficient practices in school and student safety which may be applied across the Commonwealth to ensure safer schools for all of its youngest citizens; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1. The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish the Task Force on School and Student Safety to assess possible options for the creation of statewide principles to guide specific safety planning and training at the local district and school level and the efficient use of state funds reserved for school and student safety. Areas of investigation shall include but not be limited to a review of the following:

(1) Existing Kentucky policies, practices, resources, and professional training to identify strategies to enhance school and student security, as well as to identify areas needing renewed attention;

(2) Mechanisms by which schools and districts are able to identify and share best practices for improved school safety on a continuing basis;

(3) Possible additional resources, programs, or tools that the Kentucky Center for School Safety or Department of Education could make available to local school districts and schools;

(4) Possible improvements to the school safety audit requirements to allow for better accountability as well as information gathering and sharing; 

(5) Existing laws and regulations to identify gaps relating to school safety; and

(6) Possible recommendations to improve the allocation of state appropriations and efficient use of state funds reserved for school and student safety

Section 2. (1) The Task Force on School and Student Safety shall be appointed by June 1, 2013, and shall be composed of the following members, with final membership of the task force being subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission:

(a)
The chair of the Senate Education Committee;

(b)
The chair of the House Education Committee;

(c)
Four members of the Senate, three to be appointed by the President of the Senate, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the Senate;

(d)
Four members of the House of Representatives, three to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one to be appointed by the Minority Floor Leader of the House;

(e)
The commissioner of education or designee;

(f)
The director of the Kentucky Center for School Safety or designee;

(g)
The commissioner of the Department of Criminal Justice Training or designee;

(h)
The president of the Kentucky Education Association or designee;

(i)
The president of the Kentucky Association of School Administrators or designee;

(j)
The president of the Kentucky Association of School Resource Officers or designee;

(k)
The executive director of the Kentucky School Boards Association or designee;

(l)
Two law enforcement officers, one each selected by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of the Senate; and

(m)
Two teachers, one each selected by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of the Senate.

(2)
The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint one co-chair of the task force from among the task force members of their respective chambers.

Section 3. The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission, the Interim Joint Committee on Education, and the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenues no later than November 29, 2013.

Section 4. The Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof and to designate a study completion date.

Page 1 of 1
HCR007630.100 - 841 - 4608

House Committee Substitute

