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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating the bridge on Kentucky Route 80 at its intersection with United States Highway 421 inside the city limits of Hyden as the "Cpl. Will Baker Memorial Bridge."

WHEREAS, on May 6, 1908, Will Baker was born in Hyden community of Dryhill; and

WHEREAS, in 1942, Will Baker married the love of his life, Grace Begley, creating a union that lasted 61 years; and

WHEREAS, Will Baker entered the Army on May 27, 1942, at Fort Thomas, Kentucky in the midst of World War II; and

WHEREAS, in December of 1943, Will Baker departed the United States and later landed on Omaha Beach in France; and

WHEREAS, Will Baker served in the Army for three years, four months, and 22 days. In that time, Will Baker fought for his country in the battles of Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, and Central Europe, and in the Battle of the Bulge in Germany with General Patton; and

WHEREAS, Will Baker's fortitude earned him the rank of Corporal with the 8th Infantry Division, as well as four bronze stars, a European theater ribbon, and a good conduct ribbon; and

WHEREAS, after his time in the Army, Will Baker worked in construction and the eastern Kentucky staple of coal mining. However, the community of Hyden knew him best as the owner and operator of Bakers Texaco Service Station from 1960-1989; and

WHEREAS, on April 23, 1974, Will Baker helped to create a Leslie County chapter of Disabled American Veterans (DAV). He was a member of the DAV for 36 years & looked forward the first Friday of every month because he knew he would be with his fellow veterans; and

WHEREAS, Will Baker was a proud member of the Masonic Lodge since October 10, 1953; and

WHEREAS, the accomplishments of Will Baker have been recognized numerous times by many people. In 2000 and 2010, the Lincoln Club gave him an award for outstanding and dedicated leadership to his party and country; and on May 6, 2008, he received a Kentucky Colonel Commission, a Kentucky Admiral award, and a letter from President George W. Bush and his wife, Laura, wishing him a very happy 100th birthday; and

WHEREAS, in 2010, Will Baker was also recognized by the Leslie County Farm Bureau as an outstanding citizen at the Hyden/Leslie County Chamber of Commerce meeting; and

WHEREAS, United States Representative Hal Rogers recognized Will Baker both on the floor of the House of Representatives on June 24, 2010, for his lifetime of accomplishments and service to his country, and again, in August, at the Osborne Brothers Festival in Hyden; and

WHEREAS, Will Baker was an avid sports fan; he spent his life supporting the University of Kentucky Basketball team and the Cincinnati Reds; and he loved to watch women's softball; and

WHEREAS, Will Baker's favorite and happiest days were his birthday and Christmas, times when he was surrounded by the love of family and friends; and

WHEREAS, one of the greatest joys in Will Baker's life was his grandson, Dean, who was also his best friend. When speaking of Dean, his eyes would always light up, and the pride he felt for his grandson was apparent; and

WHEREAS, Will Baker departed this life on June 11, 2010, and he is greatly missed by his family, friends, and community; and

WHEREAS, the designation of a bridge in honor of Will Baker will serve as a constant reminder of his life and memory;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to designate the bridge on Kentucky Route 80 at its intersection with United States Highway 421, inside the city limits of Hyden, as the "Cpl. Will Baker Memorial Bridge" and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect the appropriate signage.
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