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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating Kentucky Route 61 in Bullitt County in honor of Henry B. Mattingly, recipient of the Medal of Honor.

WHEREAS, Henry Benedict Mattingly was born on May 6, 1844, in St. Mary in Marion County, Kentucky, the son of Ignatius and Eliza Jane (Madden) Mattingly; and

WHEREAS, at the age of 18, Henry Mattingly joined the newly formed 10th Kentucky Volunteer Infantry in Lebanon, Marion County, Kentucky, under Col. John M. Harlan's command; and

WHEREAS, Henry Mattingly, as part of the 10th Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, participated in many battles and skirmishes, including  the Battles of Mill Springs, Perryville, Chickamauga, Hoover's Gap, Fairfield, Tullahoma, Compton's Creek, Orchard Knob, Missionary Ridge, Peach Tree Creek, Chattahoochie River, Vining Station and the famous Battle of Jonesboro; and

WHEREAS, at the Battle of Jonesboro, which was fought from August 31, 1864, to September 1, 1864, and was the final battle of the Atlanta Campaign as well as the final battle for the 10th Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Private Henry B. Mattingly captured the flag of the 6th and 7th Arkansas Infantry; and

WHEREAS, at the Battle of Jonesboro, Private Henry Mattingly proved himself to be a hero, by showing courage and risking his life, exposing himself to enemy fire by moving forward as both forces continued a ferocious attack against each other; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of his brave action and self-sacrifice by risking his life, Private Henry Mattingly was recommended for the Congressional Medal of Honor, which was awarded to him on April 7, 1865, under President Abraham Lincoln; and

WHEREAS, Henry Mattingly returned to Kentucky after the war, eventually settling in Pitts Point, a village in the western portion of Bullitt County, and then in Shepherdsville, with his wife Amanda and their three children; and

WHEREAS, the gallantry and heroism of Private Henry Mattingly should be remembered in some tangible way so that future generations of Kentuckians may be aware of his exploits and sacrifices;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall designate Kentucky Route 61 in Bullitt County as the "Private Henry B. Mattingly Memorial Highway," and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect appropriate signs denoting this designation. The signs erected under this section shall denote that Private Henry Mattingly was a recipient of the Medal of Honor.
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