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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating the "George Wooton Memorial Bridge" in Leslie County.

WHEREAS, George Wooton was born October 16, 1915, at McIntosh in Wooton, Kentucky, to Curt and Catherine Wooton; and

WHEREAS, George Wooton was a 1939 graduate of Buckhorn High School, where he was the president of his senior class and a member of both the football and baseball teams; and

WHEREAS, in 1940, George Wooton entered the University of Kentucky's College of Agriculture, as well as the school's R.O.T.C. program; and

WHEREAS, George Wooton was an honorable World War II veteran of the United States Army who served honorably under General George S. Patton in the 3rd Army 7th Division; and

WHEREAS, after being awarded numerous awards, most notably three Bronze Stars, Staff Sergeant George Wooton was discharged from the Army in 1946; and 

WHEREAS, George Wooton was a skilled farmer who earned numerous awards, including an award for best forest and farm management and another for the production of shell corn with irrigated water per acre on Camp Creek Farm at Wendover, Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, George Wooton was also a distinguished local politician who served a term as Leslie County Sheriff and three terms as the Leslie County Judge/Executive and was active in the progress and development of Leslie County and was particularly instrumental in the initial construction of various roads and infrastructure projects of Leslie County; and 

WHEREAS, George Wooton was a knowledgeable local historian who knew many of the genealogies of Leslie County and Eastern Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, in 1963, George Wooton was selected to represent the United States on a people-to-people goodwill tour of Europe and Iron Curtain countries including Russia; and

WHEREAS, as an active member of numerous local boards and organizations, including the University of Kentucky Agriculture Committee and the Soil Conservation Board, George Wooton started the first food bank in Leslie County and in 1967 was instrumental in organizing the Work Experience Training Program, also known as the "Happy Pappy" program and was the first chairman of the L.K.L.P. program; and

WHEREAS, in 1968 the Office of Economic Opportunity awarded George Wooton with a Rural Service Award; and

WHEREAS, in 1972, George Wooton implemented a revenue-sharing program in Leslie County and in the same year, was listed in the Who's Who in the South and Southwest Politics. In 1973, he had the honor of hosting the Festival of American Folklife at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C.; and

WHEREAS, in 1985, George Wooton was named Distinguished Alumnus of the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture and, in 1993, he was named Distinguished Regional Leader of a Kentucky Regional Area Development District; and 

WHEREAS, George Wooton was a member of the Leslie County D.A.V. Chapter #133, the Harlan V.F.W., the Hyden Masonic Lodge #664, and the Central Presbyterian Church of Hyden; and

WHEREAS, the designation of a bridge in his honor will serve as a constant memory of the many and generous contributions he made to his family, friends, and community;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to designate the bridge on Kentucky Route 2431 at its junction with United States Highway 421, near the Leslie County Middle/High School, as the "George Wooton Memorial Bridge," and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect the appropriate signage.
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