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A RESOLUTION supporting efforts to raise awareness in Kentucky of inflammatory breast cancer.

WHEREAS, inflammatory breast cancer is very rare but is one of the most aggressive types of breast cancer in which the cancer cells block the lymph vessels in the skin of the breast; and

WHEREAS, inflammatory breast cancer accounts for one to six percent of all breast cancer cases in the United States; and

WHEREAS, inflammatory breast cancer is particularly difficult to detect because the early signs of breast cancer, such as a breast lump or suspicious area on a routine screening mammogram, are rarely present in inflammatory breast cancer; and

WHEREAS, inflammatory breast cancer tends to be diagnosed in younger women; and

WHEREAS, inflammatory breast cancer occurs more frequently and at a younger age in the African American population; and

WHEREAS, like other types of breast cancer, inflammatory breast cancer can occur in men; and

WHEREAS, the five-year survival rate of patients with inflammatory breast cancer is much lower than in patients with noninflammatory breast cancer; and 

WHEREAS, the cause of inflammatory breast cancer is unknown; and

WHEREAS, the incidence rate for inflammatory breast cancer is on the rise; and

WHEREAS, the survival rate for inflammatory breast cancer is much lower due to a delay in diagnosis because doctors lack the expertise; and

WHEREAS, organizations such as the Inflammatory Breast Cancer Foundation and the Inflammatory Breast Cancer Research Foundation are working to increase awareness of the disease and increase funding for research to cure the disease;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives strives to raise awareness of inflammatory breast cancer and encourages efforts in research for the cure for this disease.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Anita Wetter, 311 Silver Eagle Drive, London, Kentucky 40744.
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