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A RESOLUTION recognizing the 9/11 Memorial located at the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central as the first officially recognized memorial to that tragic day in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, on September 11, 2001, the United States of America was the victim of four coordinated terrorist attacks launched by the Islamist group al-Qaeda. Four passenger jets were high-jacked. Two of those jets were crashed into the North and South towers of the World Trade Center, one was crashed into the Pentagon, and one crashed into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, after passengers bravely thwarted the high-jackers' intent to crash the jet into the United States Capitol; and

WHEREAS, almost three thousand people died in the attacks, including all two hundred and twenty seven passengers on board the high-jacked passenger jets, as well as hundreds of firefighters, police officers, and first responders who so bravely responded to the disastrous attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, suspicion of those responsible for these horrible attacks quickly fell on al-Qaeda and the group's leader, Osama bin Laden, who would later claim responsibility. The oppressive Taliban regime in Afghanistan had been giving safe harbor to al-Qaeda, but as President George W. Bush so boldly stated in his address to the nation that fateful night: "We will make no distinction between those who committed these acts and those who harbor them."; and

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2001, the War on Terror began when United States forces began a military campaign in Afghanistan to oust the Taliban regime and bring Osama bin Laden and members of al-Qaeda to justice. To date, tens of thousands of Kentuckians have participated in the Global War on Terrorism in all branches of the military as well as the reserves and the Kentucky National Guard; and

WHEREAS, the vigorous participation in the Global War on Terror by Kentucky's men and women in uniform underscores the Commonwealth's commitment to the freedom and security of this great nation. Kentuckians will never forget the tragic events of September 11, 2001, and will always hold dear the memory of those who have fought, those who are fighting, and those who will fight terrorist forces of evil across the globe;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky does hereby recognize the 9/11 Memorial located at the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central as the first officially recognized memorial to that tragic day.

Section 2.   In doing so, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky pays tribute to the thousands of brave men and women who have served in every branch of the armed forces, whether on active duty, as reservists, or in the National Guard, to bring the perpetrators of terrorism to justice, defend America's homeland, and bring peace to distant shores previously wracked with hatred and violence.

Section 3.   Containing actual steel from the former World Trade Center, this hallowed memorial stands in silent homage to the heroes who sacrificed and died in New York City, at the Pentagon, and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. As visitors and guests come to the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central to inter their own departed heroes and honor those who rest eternally, may they be inspired by the 9/11 Memorial and join with their fellow Kentuckians in vowing to never forget. As long as this Commonwealth endures, may it continue to raise up patriots who love liberty, oppose injustice, and serve selflessly to promote the cause of freedom.

Page 1 of 2
BR162300.100 - 1623 - 4586

Jacketed

