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A RESOLUTION commending the Kentucky Administrative Office of the Courts for establishing a veterans court to provide avenues of support services for veterans as they interact with the court system.

WHEREAS, during the 2010 Regular Session, the Kentucky General Assembly passed House Bill 377, which required Pretrial Service Officers to identify persons who are combat veterans and provide information for services available to combat veterans; and in 2012, House Bill 221 passed, which allows a veterans designation on operator's licenses and personal identification cards to identify a veteran to first responders; and

WHEREAS, Chief Justice John D. Minton, Jr. created the Veterans Task Force as part of the Kentucky Access to Justice Commission. The task force has built upon the work of the General Assembly and aims to improve the court system’s ability to identify veterans in need and connect those veterans with appropriate services, programs, and treatment; and

WHEREAS, Justice Will T. Scott has lead the Kentucky Access to Justice Veterans Task Force and has worked with all three branches of state government and the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to help veterans gain better access to legal and other services; and

WHEREAS, the Administrative Office of the Courts is also producing a program which will add a notice of veterans status to the eCitation system and enable court staff and Kentucky State Police to know of veteran status and create a daily report for distribution to the Veterans Justice Outreach Coordinators at the United States Department of Veterans Affairs; and

WHEREAS, Judge David L. Holton, II, with the cooperation of Jefferson County Attorney Mike O'Connell and Sonny Hatfield of the Robley Rex VA Medical Center, has spearheaded a pilot project for a veterans treatment court in Jefferson County, which aims to help returning veterans who are struggling with conditions such as post-traumatic stress disorder and related drug and alcohol addictions by connecting those veterans to existing services, which they have earned, to heal the unseen wounds of combat; and

WHEREAS, Sonny Hatfield has also worked with the Administrative Office of the Courts to connect the Veterans Task Force to the Justice Outreach Program with the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, which provides Veterans Justice Outreach Specialists to veterans involved with the court system to ensure that veterans receive outreach, assessment, case management, and access to services available to them through the Veterans Health Administration; and

WHEREAS, building upon the success of the Jefferson County Veterans Treatment Court, the Administrative Office of the Courts is drafting a plan to serve veterans in courts across the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives commends the Kentucky Administrative Office of the Courts and Judge David L. Holton, II for implementing recent legislation to identify veterans and combat veterans and for establishing a veterans court.

Section 2.   The members of the House of Representatives urge the Administrative Office of the Courts to continue to roll out veterans courts and veterans services in the court system across the Commonwealth.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Chief Justice John D. Minton, Jr., 1001 Center Street, Suite 305, Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101; to Justice Will T. Scott, P.O. Box 1316, Pikeville, Kentucky 41502-1316; to the Kentucky Administrative Office of the Courts, 100 Millcreek Park, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; to Judge David L. Holton, II, 600 West Jefferson Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40202; to Jefferson County Attorney Mike O'Connell 600 West Jefferson Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40202; and to Sonny Hatfield, 800 Zorn Avenue, Building 2, Mail Code 116, Louisville, Kentucky 40206-1433.
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