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A RESOLUTION recognizing and commending the efforts of the "Check It Out" campaign for breast cancer research and encouraging participation.

WHEREAS, breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths among Kentucky women; and

WHEREAS, in 2005, the Kentucky General Assembly passed legislation establishing the Breast Cancer Research and Education Trust Fund within the Division of Women's Health in the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to support and advance breast cancer research, education, treatment, screening, and awareness throughout the state; and

WHEREAS, the funds are dedicated to programs that further enhance Kentucky's efforts to reduce the incidence and mortality rate of breast cancer in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, nearly 70 Breast Cancer Research and Education Trust Fund grantees across the state, including local health departments, hospitals, and community-based organizations, have received awards totaling approximately $800,000 to support the mission of the program; and

WHEREAS, the 2005 legislation also earmarked proceeds from a state income tax check-off option to help finance the work of the trust fund; and

WHEREAS, in an effort to promote this opportunity for Kentucky taxpayers to directly contribute to the Breast Cancer Research and Education Trust Fund, a public awareness campaign known as "Check It Out" was initiated; and

WHEREAS, tax refund contributions to the trust fund are used to advance promising Kentucky programs promoting breast cancer research, education, treatment, screening, and awareness; and

WHEREAS, since 2006, over 32,000 taxpayers have participated in the program contributing nearly $366,000 to the fund through the state income tax check-off; and

WHEREAS, thanks to the efforts of the "Check It Out" campaign, donations have increased by $150,000, and 11,431 more people have contributed to the Breast Cancer Research and Education Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, all Kentuckians can support the work of the trust fund by checking off line 36 on their state tax return forms to contribute all or a portion of their Kentucky state income tax returns to this good cause and to, most importantly, save lives;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby recognize and commend the efforts of the "Check It Out" campaign for breast cancer research and encourages participation by all citizens of the Commonwealth.
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