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A RESOLUTION to honor and congratulate the University of Louisville Hospital Stroke Center for its designation as Kentucky's only Comprehensive Stroke Center.

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville is on the cutting edge of medical research, training, teaching, and treatment, blazing a trail with innovative advancements and state-of-the-art care; and

WHEREAS, in 2000, the University of Louisville expanded its vision of improving the standard of stroke care, following the distinguished leadership of renowned neurologist Dr. Kerri Remmel and developing a stroke program at the University of Louisville Hospital; and

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville Hospital Stroke Center provides an invaluable service to the Commonwealth, leading the charge in a region burdened by high stroke mortality rates and often referred to as the "Stroke Belt"; and

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville Hospital Stroke Center is committed to administering the best stroke care, delivering aggressive and unique approaches to treatment by immediately discerning where strokes have occurred and urgently responding to save lives; and

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville Hospital has garnered tremendous acclaim for its stroke program, serving as a national model of excellence and celebrating accomplishments such as the creation of Kentucky's first stroke telemedicine program in 2007, the investment of $1.4 million in a dedicated stroke unit in 2009, and the receipt of the Stroke Gold Plus Award; and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Stroke Certification is the highest distinction issued by the Joint Commission on Comprehensive Stroke Centers, recognizing hospitals that offer the most advanced equipment, staff, training, and infrastructure necessary to treat complex stroke cases; and

WHEREAS, upon receiving this meritorious designation, the University of Louisville Hospital Stroke Center became only the twentieth Comprehensive Stroke Center in the United States and the first of its kind in Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, this esteemed Comprehensive Stroke Certification would not be possible without the ingenuity, advancements, and mentoring of Chief Vascular Neurologist and Stroke Center Director Dr. Kerri Remmel, the exemplary leadership of University of Louisville President James Ramsey, University of Louisville Hospital President and CEO Jim Taylor, Chief of Neurosurgery Dr. Warren Bowling, Vice President of Quality Improvement Kay Lloyd, the Comprehensive Stroke Center Planning Committee, the James Graham Brown Cancer Center, and the entire University Hospital Stroke Team; and

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville Hospital Stroke Center serves as a shining example of the innovative spirit found in our Commonwealth, and reinforces our dedication to providing unparalleled patient care;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:
Section 1.   The House of Representatives applauds and commends the University of Louisville Hospital Stroke Center on its designation as a Comprehensive Stroke Center, and conveys its sincerest appreciation for the invaluable leadership displayed in their pursuit of innovative healthcare. 

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the University of Louisville Hospital Stroke Center.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Darryl Owens for presentation to the University of Louisville Hospital Stroke Center.
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