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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in personal and institutional grief and in loving honor and memory of Peggy Hyland, upon the sad occasion of her untimely passing.

WHEREAS, Peggy Hyland, a beloved member of our legislative family, whose place in our shared traditions, history, lore, and hearts is forever secure and always honored, and who in typical self-effacing fashion, modest to the end, insisted that the entire staff of the Legislative Research Commission, then and now, receive all credit for her own successes, is inexplicably gone, and we mourn her passing; and

WHEREAS, Peggy served the Kentucky General Assembly for 26 years, a distinguished career devoted to the emergence, full flowering, and day-to-day nurturing of a vibrant and independent Legislature in this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Peggy’s contribution to that historic transformation has been little noted publicly, but deeply felt and appreciated by this Body, which, along with the Senate, bestowed upon her the General Assembly's highest honor, the Vic Hellard, Jr. Award in 2010, eight years after her retirement; and

WHEREAS, the Vic Hellard Jr. Award for excellence in public service was established in 1997 to recognize outstanding public service in the spirit that the LRC's longtime director brought to it: Good humor, compassion, vision, a reverence for history but a questing thirst for our great shared future, an unwavering belief in the workings of democracy and in the innate goodness of the people of Kentucky and America, all expressed through a core conviction that public service is an American citizen’s highest civic calling; and

WHEREAS, every moment of every day, Peggy exemplified those qualities; and

WHEREAS, even beyond her superb professionalism, Peggy was also a personal delight, a friend to everyone she met, a staunch advocate for the LRC staff she both nurtured and treasured, and a rare presence who always made you feel listened to, appreciated, and unique; and

WHEREAS, Peggy was a visionary, whose special passion was the need for policymakers to think long-term, and whose gaze was always directed toward a word and a concept she loved: The horizon; and

WHEREAS Peggy served as a trusted advisor and confidante to any legislator who came to her, regardless of chamber, party, or ideology, never breaking trust, never seeking thanks or credit or public fame for the invaluable labors and counsel she provided to them and to the citizens of her beloved Commonwealth in virtual, and completely voluntary, anonymity; and

WHEREAS, Peggy, always unflappable, brought her ever-stoic sensibility to even the fearsome diagnosis of her final illness, and never complained or even discussed its full tentacled reach, so that for most here who knew her, her passing was a shock, bitter in its unexpected suddenness; and

WHEREAS, Peggy’s passing this first week of March, on the cusp of a changing season and an arriving Spring she surely looked forward to, adds pathos to this moment’s reflective gravity, and thoughts that drift toward humankind’s mortal fragility; and

WHEREAS, despite the stinging personal loss her passing brings to those she left behind, Peggy would almost certainly wish to be remembered, not with pain, but happily and well, not simply as someone loving and easily loved, but in large and certain measure for her work and service to the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, it is surely true that our own grief cannot approach that of her treasured family; her beloved husband Keith Clements, her loving and cherished step-children, Chris Clements and Laura Miller, and her beautiful and devoted extended family; to whom we convey our deepest condolences, knowing their connection with Peggy was even longer, deeper and richer than ours, and knowing too from her own words and smiles over many years that her love for them was boundless, and centered in her truest heart; and

WHEREAS, this Body, and the staff of the LRC, including those who knew her and those who joined too late to have had that honor, and the people of Kentucky, who almost certainly never heard her name, owe Peggy Hyland a debt of deepest gratitude for selfless, exemplary service; and wish her Godspeed on the unknown and unknowable journey her spirit has now undertaken, certain she sees ahead her lifelong dream: A better, beautiful horizon; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Peggy Hyland has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its deepest condolences to the family of Peggy Hyland, and from this side of the mortal divide, hoping she can hear, thanks her for her many years of dedicated service to the Legislative Research Commission and the people of this Commonwealth, and holds in highest esteem the privilege of having known her, and her many contributions to civic life in Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day it does so in loving memory and honor of Peggy Hyland.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Keith Clements, 2010 Village Drive, Louisville, KY 40205.
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