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A RESOLUTION urging support for Kris Shera as the University of Kentucky's official representative in the 2013 Man & Woman of the Year Campaign to benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

WHEREAS, Kris Shera was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoma on March 30, 2012 and, after receiving chemotherapy treatment at the University of Kentucky Markey Cancer Center under the auspices of Dr. Kevin T. McDonagh, Chief, Division of Hematology and Blood and Bone Marrow Transplantation at Markey Cancer Center, was able to achieve complete remission; and

WHEREAS, after completing treatment, Kris Shera's conscience was burdened with the thought of so many children and adults that do not achieve successful treatment outcomes in their battles with blood cancers and felt the need to do something about it; and

WHEREAS, Kris Shera accepted the nomination as the University of Kentucky Markey Cancer Center Man of the Year, which carries with it the responsibility of serving as the University of Kentucky's official candidate in the 2013 Man & Woman of the Year Campaign to benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society; and

WHEREAS, in 2012, 3,709 individuals throughout Kentucky and Southern Indiana were diagnosed with blood cancers and nearly one million Americans are currently battling a blood cancer. Every four minutes someone is diagnosed with blood cancer and every ten minutes someone loses their battle with blood cancer; and

WHEREAS, while other large cancer organizations target their mission investment on prevention and early detection, the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society invests in cures because most blood cancers cannot be prevented or detected early; and

WHEREAS, the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society has been funding research for more than sixty years and has a remarkable record of supporting investigations that lead to improved diagnostics and more effective therapies. Today, the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society funds more blood cancer research than any other voluntary health agency in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Lymphoma & Leukemia Society supported research has produced the first broadly effective chemotherapies and the first successes in molecularly targeted therapies. Almost half of the new cancer drugs approved in the United States since 2000, twenty-one out of fifty, were approved to treat one or more blood cancers while the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society helped advance most of them; and

WHEREAS, as research progresses, similarities are found among different types of cancers and as such, some drugs that have been approved for the treatment of blood cancers have shown promise for the treatment of breast, prostate, lung, pancreatic, melanoma, and other types of cancer, thereby increasing the impact of any support offered to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society; and

WHEREAS, the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's annual Man & Woman of the Year campaign presents the perfect opportunity for everyone to help create a world without blood cancers. Each year dynamic and passionate candidates engage in a spirited competition to earn the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's "Man & Woman of the Year" title in honor of local children who are blood cancer survivors; and

WHEREAS, by representing the University of Kentucky Markey Cancer Center in this campaign, Kris Shera has demonstrated a relentless effort focused on making life better for hundreds of thousands of patients battling blood cancers with a fervent dedication that can only be known by a cancer survivor;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby urge support for Kris Shera as he represents the University of Kentucky Markey Cancer Center in the 2013 Man & Woman of the Year Campaign to benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Eli Capilouto, 101 Main Building, Lexington, Kentucky 40506-0032; Mitch Barnhart, UK Athletics, Joe Craft Center, 338 Lexington Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky 40506-0604; Coach John Calipari, Men's Basketball Head Coach, UK Athletics, Joe Craft Center, 338 Lexington Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky 40506-0604; Coach Mark Stoops, Football Head Coach, Nutter Training Center, Lexington, Kentucky 40506; Coach Matthew Mitchell, Women's Basketball Head Coach, UK Athletics, Joe Craft Center, 338 Lexington Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky 40506-0604; Kevin T. McDonagh, 1809 Fairway Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40502; Kris Shera, 415 Shelby Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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