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A RESOLUTION honoring Mr. Steve Coleman on his retirement as Director of the Kentucky Division of Conservation.

WHEREAS, on December 31, 2012, Mr. Steve Coleman retired as Director of the Kentucky Division of Conservation, bringing to a close 37 years of service to this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Steve Coleman began his career with the state in January 1976 as a soil scientist, a position in which he spent many hours in the field categorizing soil types; and

WHEREAS, in 1986, Mr. Coleman moved to Frankfort to serve as Assistant Director of the Division, a position that required him to supervise field representatives and work with the equipment revolving loan program; and

WHEREAS, in 1994, Steve Coleman was chosen as Director of the Division of Conservation, a position in which he served for 18 years; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure as Division Director, Mr. Coleman oversaw many valuable programs and conservation projects, including the Agriculture Water Quality Act and the Kentucky Soil Erosion and Water Quality Program, both created in 1994, the Green River Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, which received a United States Department of Agriculture "Two Chiefs Award" in 2007, and the Mississippi River Basin Initiative; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Conservation and its conservation districts have been recognized nationally for many achievements. The Kentucky Association of Conservation Districts, an organization Mr. Coleman assisted for many years, has been praised on numerous occasions by the National Association of Conservation Districts. Steve Coleman also served as Executive Secretary of the Kentucky Soil and Water Conservation Commission during his tenure as Division Director; and

WHEREAS, Steve Coleman forged many partnerships during his service as Division Director, including many other state agencies, federal agencies, commodity  organizations, agricultural interests, and civic groups; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Coleman was known by many serving in this august body, having testified numerous times in committee meetings, and having worked with legislators on important pieces of legislation; and

WHEREAS, during a recent retirement gathering, a number of people talked about how Steve was a person who would never turn down an opportunity to partner with agencies and organizations to help foster conservation and keep the issue in the public's mind; and

WHEREAS, throughout his 37 years with the state and through his soil and water conservation work, Steve Coleman had a significant impact on Kentucky's agriculture economy and has made the Commonwealth a better place to live, work, and farm;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its most profound appreciation to Mr. Steve Coleman for his service to the Commonwealth and wishes him well in his retirement and his future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns on this day, it does so in honor of Mr. Steve Coleman.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Steve Coleman, 382 Harrodswood Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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