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A RESOLUTION recognizing and honoring the commemoration of the Battle of Augusta.

WHEREAS, on September 27, 1862, Confederate forces advanced into Kentucky, bringing the country to a pivotal chapter in the American Civil War; and

WHEREAS, Colonel Basil W. Duke led 450 Confederate troops through the communities of Milford, Foster, Brooksville, and Augusta, seeking to take Louisville and Cincinnati from federal control; and

WHEREAS, the Bracken County militia, led by Colonel Joshua Taylor Bradford, rose to defend the Union and answered the call to battle, overcoming immense odds and driving the Confederate troops into retreat; and

WHEREAS, on that fateful day, 33 lives were lost, 21 men were wounded, and buildings were burned to the ground, leaving the city of Augusta devastated but not defeated; and

WHEREAS, the significant details of this major battle were unknown for years, until the dedicated efforts of Bill Baker, Caroline Miller, Mary Ann Kearns, Mike Grisswold, Kathy Free, Craig Hester, Sheryl Hicks, and other citizens encouraged the Augusta City Council and Bracken County Fiscal Court to approve and designate a commemoration; and

WHEREAS, on the anniversary of the Battle of Augusta, families and friends gather together to celebrate Bracken County's role in the Civil War, fostering greater awareness, historical reflection, and proper recognition of Bracken County as a Civil War site; and 

WHEREAS, when future generations look back on our nation's history, they will be urged to recall and respect the incredible sacrifice at Augusta and neighboring towns in the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:
Section 1.   The House of Representatives pays sincere tribute to the valiant sacrifices made by Kentuckians on the shores of the Ohio River that autumn afternoon in 1862, and proudly applauds the reverent commitment of the men and women who organized their efforts to commemorate the Battle of Augusta. 

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the commemoration of the Battle of Augusta.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Kentucky House of Representatives is directed to mail a copy of this Resolution to Bill Baker, 218 Court Street, Maysville, Kentucky 41056.
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