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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of our beloved friend and former colleague, Representative John McKee Swinford.

With our deepest gratitude and respect, we take a moment to pay homage to the Gentleman from Harrison County.

WHEREAS, Representative John McKee Swinford, born April 19, 1932, in Harrison County, Kentucky, to the late United States District Judge Mac Swinford and Minnie Benton Peterson Swinford, was predestined for public service; and

WHEREAS, Representative Swinford was a graduate of Cynthiana High School, Princeton University, and the University of Michigan School of Law; and

WHEREAS, Representative Swinford was admitted to the Kentucky Bar in 1959 and practiced law for more than 45 years at Swinford & Sims PSC, which was founded by his grandfather, M.C. Swinford; and he also served as Master Commissioner for the Harrison Circuit Court from 1990 to 2005; and

WHEREAS, Representative Swinford was a member of the Harrison County Bar Association and the Kentucky Bar Association; and he was admitted to practice before the United States District Courts of Kentucky, Eastern and Western District; the United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit; and the United States Supreme Court; and

WHEREAS, Representative Swinford played high school and college football and continued his love of the game later as a high school and college football official and loyal member of the Cynthiana-Harrison County Football Alumni Association; and

WHEREAS, learning the value of public service from his father, Judge Mac Swinford, and his grandfather, M.C. Swinford, Representative Swinford served the citizens of Harrison County and Scott County in the House of Representatives from 1962 to 1965 and 1970 to 1975 and was House Majority Leader from 1972 to 1975; and

WHEREAS, Representative Swinford was named Citizen of the Year by the Cynthiana Chamber of Commerce, was awarded the distinction of being a Kentucky Colonel, and served in the United States Army; and

WHEREAS, Representative Swinford was a devout member of the Cynthiana Presbyterian Church, where he served as a trustee, elder, and deacon; and

WHEREAS, Representative Swinford, a fervent advocate for the citizens of Harrison County and the Commonwealth, passed away on February 3, 2013, leaving behind his beloved wife, Mary Foster Swinford; two sons, Jim (Tina) Swinford, and Bill (Regina) Swinford; three sisters, Sarah (Hall) Kinney, Alice Jane Kolbe, and Ann Gregg (Del) Dunn; five grandchildren, Ethan, Anika, Laurie, Rachel, and Andrew Swinford; several nieces and nephews; and three special friends, Susan Kitchen, Teddy Taylor, and Bobby McDowell;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives, both individually and collectively, express their most profound and sincere condolences upon the passing of Representative John McKee Swinford to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of the distinguished service of Representative John McKee Swinford to the citizens of Harrison County and the Commonwealth.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Tom McKee for delivery to the family.
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