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A RESOLUTION relating to boat access below United States Army Corps of Engineers-owned lakes that stem from the Cumberland River in Kentucky and in Tennessee.

WHEREAS, the Nashville District of the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE-Nashville District), announced that there will be new boat access restrictions above and below ten dams that affect Laurel River, Martins Fork, Lake Cumberland, and Barkley Lake in Kentucky beginning in May 2013; and

WHEREAS, USACE-Nashville District contends that the restrictions are needed, in part, to promote public safety and reduce accidents and fatalities from drowning; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) currently enforces the Personal Flotation Device requirement in the designated zone below the dam and has sought a modification to those restrictions so as to balance boater safety with the various uses of the lake; and

WHEREAS, the new boat restrictions will negatively impact boater access to major fisheries below Lake Cumberland and Barkley Lake, areas which enjoy some of the highest fish-catch rates and best harvests in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Lake Cumberland alone has more than four million visitors a year, significantly enhancing the tourism of that region of the state; and anglers have enjoyed fishing areas of the lake for over 50 years; and

WHEREAS, the announced restrictions are predicated on a 1996 policy (ER 1130-2-520), based on conditions that currently are inapplicable due to the water flows, and imposed without recognition for the current economic conditions of the surrounding counties; and

WHEREAS, the announced restrictions were imposed without ample time and opportunity for the general public, local government officials, or members of the fishing, boating, tourism, and business communities to provide input to USACE-Nashville District or to assess the impact of those restrictions; and

WHEREAS, both the chambers of the Kentucky General Assembly and KDFWR accept that there are significant safety considerations that must be accounted for in the operation of the spillways of the dam, but believe that any restrictions imposed by USACE-Nashville must be developed and imposed in a more balanced manner to preserve the economic livelihood and general well-being of the communities which use the lakes areas;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly opposes the current plan and policy of USACE-Nashville District to restrict waterborne access above and below the dams on the Cumberland River, based upon the economic cost of the restrictions on the local economies and the unnecessary restrictions placed on boat anglers from major fisheries below Barkley Lake and Lake Cumberland.

Section 2.   The Kentucky General Assembly respectfully requests USACE-Nashville District to hold the current plan in abeyance until alternative plans that both promote boater safety and allow for continued tourism and fishing opportunities are investigated.

Section 3.   The Kentucky General Assembly urges USACE-Nashville District to work with local communities and KDFWR to develop alternative safety methods for the general public.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send a copy of this Resolution to United States Army Corps of Engineers, 160 White Bridge Pike, Nashville, Tennessee 37209; and to the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, 1 Sportsman's Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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