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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Bremer Alexander Ehrler, former Secretary of State for the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Bremer Alexander Ehrler, who was born in Louisville, Kentucky on July 10, 1914, was one of four sons. His grandfather, Joseph Maria Ehrler from Switzerland, founded Ehrler's Dairy, and when Bremer Alexander Ehrler was young, he worked on the family dairy farm on Poplar Level Road. After he graduated from DuPont Manual High School in 1931, he married Elizabeth Greive in 1941.  In 1942, he volunteered to serve in the United States Army during World War II. When he finally retired from the military service in 1968, he had attained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel; and

WHEREAS, Bremer Alexander Ehrler started working at the United States Post Office in Louisville, Kentucky in 1936. In 1962, he became the postmaster for Louisville and worked there for 37 years before retiring in 1973; and

WHEREAS, Bremer Alexander Ehrler ran for Jefferson County Clerk and was elected for a total of three terms. During his tenure with the Jefferson County Clerk's Office, he began the first computerized vehicle-registration system and the first electronic voting system in Kentucky before he retired in 1984; and

WHEREAS, Bremer Alexander Ehrler was appointed as the Jefferson County Judge/Executive to fill the unexpired term of United States Senator Mitch McConnell in 1984. Subsequently, in 1988, he was elected as the Secretary of State for the Commonwealth of Kentucky. After his term ended in 1992, he became the Jefferson County Sheriff after the former sheriff resigned and, in that position, he established professional practices and restored order to the office of the sheriff. According to Bremer Ehrler, the "ultimate responsibility for all actions always remains with the elected official who should provide good leadership and unquestionable integrity"; and

WHEREAS, Bremer Alexander Ehrler renewed his vows with his lovely wife of 70 years, Elizabeth Greive Ehrler, at the 2011 annual Archdiocese of Louisville's "Celebration of Marriage." He was a member of the St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church in Louisville, Kentucky, and also a charter member of Cedar Lake Lodge; and

WHEREAS, Bremer Alexander Ehrler was preceded in death by his children, Betty and David Ehrler, Sr; his brother, Robert "Bob" Ehrler; and his grandson, David Ehrler, Jr. He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth Greive Ehrler; his children, Dennis Ehrler, Patrick Ehrler, Mary Carrell, Michele Heinz, and Bruce Ehrler; his two brothers, Dominic "Bud" and Michael "Mike" Ehrler; his 12 grandchildren; and his 11 adorable great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, throughout his life, Bremer Alexander Ehrler was an enthusiastic fan of the University of Louisville Cardinals. He departed this life while watching the University of Louisville versus Notre Dame basketball game with his family on February 10, 2013;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and extends its sincerest condolences to the family, friends, and community of Bremer Alexander Ehrler, an outstanding public servant and Kentuckian.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does in honor and loving memory of the life of Bremer Alexander Ehrler.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to his wife, Elizabeth Greive Ehrler, 1500 Sylvan Way, Louisville, Kentucky 40205.
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