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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	177


	Bill #:
	SB 1 HCS 


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to elections.


	Sponsor:
	Sen. Robert Stivers


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Clerks, County Boards of Elections


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	 
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 1 GA

SB 1 GA directs the Secretary of State to establish an electronic transmission system through which qualified overseas or military voters may apply for and receive voter registration materials, military-overseas absentee ballots and other information.  The Secretary of State must develop absentee voting materials to be used with the military-overseas ballot.  

Requirements are established for a voter to be considered a “covered voter” under this legislation.  Conditions under which a voter is entitled to use the newly created electronic transmission system are set forth.   Deadlines for obtaining various materials are established. An application for a military-overseas ballot is valid after the date of the application and through the next regular election or December 31 in the year of the application, whichever is longer.  Standards that must be met to qualify as a registered voter are specified.

Completed military-overseas absentee ballots must be returned to county clerks by mail.  A completed military-overseas ballot must be received by the county clerk no later than the close of the polls on the election day.

When an election is to be held to fill a vacancy in the Office of Governor, members of Congress, or members of the General Assembly, petitions and certificates of nomination must be filed at least 49 rather than 28 days before the day of the election.
A Military and Overseas Voting Assistance Task Force is created and its membership and responsibilities are defined.

SB 1 HCS
SB 1 HCS deletes the requirement that voted military-overseas ballots by returned to county clerks by mail.
SB 1 HCS directs the Secretary of State to develop an electronic transmission system that can return military-overseas ballots.  A voter who received an absentee ballot by fax or mail must transmit the voted ballot by fax or mail.  If the ballot was received by electronic transmission system, the ballot must be returned to the county clerk by the electronic transmission system.  
.
SB 1 HCS provides that a ballot must be received by the close of the polls or that the voter submit the ballot for mailing by 11:59 p.m., at the place where the voter completes the ballot, on the day immediately before the day of the election.  A ballot must be counted if it is received by the end of business on the business day before the total number of votes is certified.

SB 1 HCS provides that a request for a military-overseas ballot is valid through December 31 in the year following the calendar year of the date of the application, or for a shorter period specified by the voter.

SB 1 HCS requires that a list of military-overseas voters and their method of voting be recorded and tabulated.  The creation of a Military and Overseas Voting Assistance Task Force is deleted.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 1 HCS on local government is expected to be minimal.

The Kentucky County Clerks Elections Committee points out that the fiscal impact of SB 1 HCS depends on the extent of the use of the electronic transmission system by the military and overseas voters.  They point out that the County Boards of Elections which meets on election day to count the votes would have to meet an additional time to count the votes that are received after Election Day.  However, the clerks expect a minimal fiscal impact on their offices.  They report that county clerks can send absentee ballots to military and overseas voters by fax under current law.
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