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AN ACT relating to sand and gravel operations.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 350 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, a person that conducts excavation or removal of sand and gravel shall be required to obtain a permit from the cabinet. The cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing a permit application, permit requirements, and a permit fee not greater than the actual cost of processing the application. The permit fee shall be tiered to reflect the size of the operator.

(2)
A permit shall not be required for the excavation or removal of sand and gravel from gravel bars in creeks and streams. Persons conducting sand and gravel removal from creeks and streams shall register with the cabinet, abide by best management practices for excavation of sand and gravel from creeks and streams, and disclose the location of the excavation site.

(3)
The cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations that establish best management practices for excavation of sand and gravel from streams so as to minimize harm to the stream. Best management practices shall include but not be limited to the following:

(a)
Excavated material shall not be placed back into the creek or stream channel;

(b)
No effluents from the excavation equipment shall be introduced into the creek or stream; 

(c)
No more than the top twelve (12) inches of a gravel bar shall be removed; and

(d)
Excavation shall only occur during low-flow periods.
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