Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2013 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1417


	Bill #:
	SB 142 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Local Option Elections


	Sponsor:
	Sen. Ernie Harris


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	County Clerks, County Boards of Elections, County Judge Executives


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
SB 142 GA requires that petitions for local option elections contain a legibly printed name of the petitioner, in addition to his or her signature, and it deletes the requirement that the petitioner’s social security number be included.  The petitioner’s year of birth is required instead of his or her date of birth.

A petition for a local option election may specify the date for the election.  SB 142 GA requires that if a date for the election is not specified, the county judge/executive must schedule the local option election on the same day as the next primary or regular election.  
If the local option petition specifies the date for the local option election and it is a date other than the primary or regular election day, the petitioners who signed the petition must equally bear the cost of the election.

Petition filing deadlines are specified that align the dates with printing deadlines for elections materials.  Several KRS Sections are amended to conform.
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
SB 142 GA is expected to result in moderate to substantial savings to those counties holding local option elections.  
Holding the local option election on the same day as a primary or regular election saves the county the expense of holding a special election solely for the local option question.  

The Kentucky County Clerks Elections Committee reports that counties have had substantial financial problems in funding special elections for local option questions across the Commonwealth.  According to a survey conducted by the Kentucky County Clerks Elections Committee, after a $194 reimbursement by the state, the county per-precinct average cost of conducting a primary election in 2012 was $1,269, and the per-precinct average cost of conducting the general election was $1,478.  The state reimburses $194 per precinct to counties for primary and general elections only.  The expense of a special local option election would be generally comparable to primary and general elections since polls would need to be open and the associated expenses would be incurred. Therefore, the average cost for a special local option election is estimated to range from $1,463 to $1,672 per-precinct. 
If a petition for a local option election specifies a day for the election other than the day of a primary or regular election, the petitioners must bear the cost of the election.  Not only would county clerks be spared the expense of holding a special election, they would not have to bear the cost of programming a local option question on voting machines for a primary or regular election.

	Data Source(s):
	LRC Staff, Kentucky County Clerks Association Elections Committee
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