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AN ACT relating to redistricting.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

For the purpose of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act:

(1)
"Commission" means the Legislative Advisory Reapportionment and Redistricting Commission created in Section 2 of this Act;

(2)
"Population" means the most recent data collected under United States Census Pub. L. No. 94-171;

(3)
"Reapportionment" means the division of a given number of elected seats among established political subdivisions in accordance with an existing plan or formula; and

(4)
"Redistricting" means the drawing of boundary lines for election districts.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Legislative Advisory Reapportionment and Redistricting Commission is hereby created, composed of nine (9) members. The members of the commission shall be members of the General Assembly and appointed as follows:

(a)
Two (2) members by the President of the Senate;

(b)
Two (2) members by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(c)
Two (2) members by the Minority Leadership in the Senate;

(d)
Two (2) members by the Minority Leadership in the House of Representatives; and

(e)
One (1) member by the Governor.

(2)
Members of the commission shall first be appointed no later than July 1, 2020, and thereafter members shall be appointed in years ending in "0", no later than July 1 of each of such years, for a term of ten (10) years. The appointing authority of each commission member as established in subsection (1) of this section shall fill any vacancy.

(3)
The commission shall be attached to the Legislative Research Commission for administrative and budgetary purposes.

(4)
Members of the commission shall receive per diem compensation as determined by the Legislative Research Commission.

(5)
Co-chairs shall be appointed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(6)
The commission shall have the authority:

(a)
To contract for such expert services as may be necessary to carry out its duties;

(b)
With approval of the Legislative Research Commission, to hold public hearings in any town in the Commonwealth to obtain information relevant to reapportionment and redistricting of the General Assembly. Public hearings held in the state capital shall not require prior approval from the Legislative Research Commission;

(c)
To hire administrative staff to assist in its duties; and 

(d)
With the approval of the Director of the Legislative Research Commission, to utilize the staff of the Legislative Research Commission.

(7)
All records of the commission shall be considered open records pursuant to KRS 61.870 to 61.884, and all records and other information generated by the commission shall be made available to the public on the Web site established under KRS 7.505.

(8)
All meetings of the commission shall be considered open meetings pursuant to KRS 61.805 to 61.850.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The duties of the commission shall include the development of proposals for the reapportionment and redistricting of state legislative districts and United States congressional districts within this Commonwealth.

(2)
The commission shall reapportion and redistrict districts based on population and shall divide the state into:

(a)
State legislative districts composed of thirty-eight (38) senatorial districts and one hundred (100) representative districts; and

(b)
United States congressional districts based on the number of representatives allocated to the Commonwealth.

(3)
The standard for creating districts for the election of members to the General Assembly shall be in accordance with Section 33 of the Constitution of Kentucky and consistent with the following policies insofar as practicable:

(a)
To form representative and senatorial districts with minimum percentages of deviation;

(b)
To preserve existing political subdivision lines;

(c)
To recognize and maintain patterns of geography, social interaction, trade, political ties, and common interest;

(d)
To create compact districts; and

(e)
To consider incumbencies.

(4)
The standard for creating districts for the election of members to the United States Congress shall be in accordance with Article 1, Section 2, of the United States Constitution, Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and 42 U.S.C. secs. 1973 to 1973q. and consistent with the following policies insofar as practicable:

(a)
To form congressional districts with minimum percentages of deviation to reflect the concept of "one person one vote";

(b)
To create districts composed of contiguous geography;

(c)
To preserve communities of interest where such efforts do not violate other stated criteria;

(d)
To use counties as district building blocks where possible, and to the extent consistent with other aspects of these criteria, recognizing that some counties may of necessity be split in order to achieve stated equality of population goals;

(e)
To preserve cores of existing districts where such efforts are consistent with and do not violate the other stated criteria; and

(f)
To create compact districts.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 5 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The commission shall present a state House, a state Senate, and a congressional reapportionment and redistricting proposal to the Legislative Research Commission no later than the first Monday in October of the year following the decennial census.

(2)
Each reapportionment and redistricting proposal shall:

(a)
Be in the form of a bill;

(b)
Be drawn in accordance with the standards established in Section 3 of this Act;

(c)
Result in an entire statewide plan;

(d)
Include a map showing the boundaries of the districts;

(e)
Include a report of population and deviations of the districts; 

(f)
Include a verification of integrity; and

(g)
Include an emergency clause.

(3)
The Legislative Research Commission shall refer the reapportionment and redistricting proposals to the Interim Joint Committee on State Government for its review, discussion, and consideration during the remainder of the interim. The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on State Government shall determine when the proposals will be heard by the committee.

(4)
During the next Regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly or during an Extraordinary Session called for the purpose of redistricting and reapportionment following the review, discussion, and consideration of the proposals by the Interim Joint Committee on State Government, the General Assembly shall consider the commission's reapportionment and redistricting proposals. If a redistricting and reapportionment proposal fails to receive a majority of the votes in either chamber of the General Assembly, the rejected proposal or proposals shall be returned to the commission to be adjusted or revised.

(5)
(a)
Any member of the General Assembly who is not a member of the commission may sponsor or co-sponsor alternate redistricting and reapportionment plans and submit the plans to the commission if the proposed plans drawn by the commission fail to pass either chamber of the General Assembly.

(b)
The number of alternate plans shall be limited as follows:

1.
Any member may sponsor or co-sponsor and submit one (1) plan that creates a redistricting plan for the chamber in which he or she is a member. If a member sponsors a plan, he or she shall not be a co-sponsor for any other redistricting plan for the chamber in which he or she is a member. If a member co-sponsors a plan, he or she shall not be a sponsor or a co-sponsor for any other redistricting plan for the chamber in which he or she is a member; and

2.
Any member may sponsor or co-sponsor one (1) plan that creates a congressional redistricting plan. If a member sponsors a plan, he or she shall not be a co-sponsor for any other congressional redistricting plan. If a member co-sponsors a plan, he or she shall not be a sponsor or a co-sponsor for any other congressional redistricting plan.

(c)
Alternate redistricting plans submitted under this section shall:

1.
Be in the form of a bill;

2.
Be drawn in accordance with the standards established in Section 3 of this Act;

3.
Result in an entire statewide plan;

4.
Include a map showing the boundaries of the districts;

5.
Include a report of population and deviations of districts;

6.
Include a verification of integrity; 

7.
Include an emergency clause; and

8.
Be submitted to the commission electronically and in hard copy no later than three (3) days after the commission's proposed plan has been rejected by the chamber in which the legislator submitting a plan is a member.

(6)
Alternate plans shall be reviewed by the commission in the order in which they are received, and:

(a)
The commission shall determine if an alternate plan meets the standards established in subsection (5) of this section and Section 3 of this Act. If the plan fails to meet any of the established standards, the commission shall not be under any obligation to further review the alternate plan. Within forty-eight (48) hours of such a determination, the commission shall return the hard copy of the plan to the sponsor with a written explanation detailing how the plan failed to meet established standards;

(b)
If the commission determines that an alternative plan conforms to the standards established in subsection (5) of this section and Section 3 of this Act, the commission shall return the alternate plan to the sponsor who may file the plan in the chamber in which he or she is a member. All such filed bills may then be referred by the Committee on Committees of that chamber; and

(c)
The commission may recommend an alternate plan if it finds the plan meets all of the standards and merits further scrutiny by a committee and the General Assembly.
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