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AN ACT relating to controlled substances.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 218A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Drug-related overdose" or "drug overdose" means an acute condition, including but not limited to physical illness, coma, mania, hysteria, or death, which is the result of consumption or use of a controlled substance and relates to an adverse reaction to or the quantity of the controlled substance or a substance with which the controlled substance was combined. A patient's condition shall be deemed to be a drug overdose if a prudent layperson, possessing an average knowledge of medicine and health, could reasonably believe that the condition is in fact a drug overdose and, except as to death, requires health care; and

(b)
"Health care" means the professional services provided to a person experiencing a drug overdose by a licensed, registered, or certified health care professional who, acting within his or her lawful scope of practice, may provide diagnosis, treatment, or emergency services for a person experiencing a drug overdose.

(2)
A person who, in good faith, seeks health care for someone who is experiencing a drug-related overdose shall not be charged or prosecuted for a controlled substance offense under the provisions of this chapter, other than an offense involving the trafficking of a controlled substance, if the evidence for the charge was obtained as a result of the seeking of health care.

(3)
A person who is experiencing a drug-related overdose and, in good faith, seeks health care for himself or herself, shall not be charged or prosecuted for a controlled substance offense under the provisions of this chapter, other than an offense involving the trafficking of a controlled substance, if the evidence for the charge was obtained as a result of the seeking or receiving of health care.
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