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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	332


	Bill #:
	SB 35


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments


	Sponsor:
	Senator Robin Webb


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	local jails


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	x
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	x
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
This legislation would authorize a criminal defendant who is otherwise eligible to post bond, to refuse to do so, and to appear before a judge within 12 hours to be considered for release on his or her own recognizance.      

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of this legislation on local governments would be a possible savings in incarceration costs in local jails for those defendants who are released on their own recognizance after appearance before a local judge within 12 hours, and a possible increase in costs to the jailer or sheriff, if required to transport a defendant to appear before a local judge within 12 hours. While these costs may be minimal, they cannot be ultimately determined. 
The expense of housing inmates may vary by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average $31.34 per day.  Facility costs for Substance Abuse Program (SAP) inmates are estimated higher, at approximately the same rate as the Department of Corrections reimbursement, which is $40.34 per day.  The SAP program is limited to 15 local jails with a total of 742 beds.

A person convicted of a Class B misdemeanor or a Class A misdemeanor can be incarcerated respectively for up to 90 days or one year in one of Kentucky's 79 jails.  While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.

At the same time, the increased number of Class D felony convictions may increase or decrease local government costs.  Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a felony (if they do not make bail) until disposition of the case.  While the expense of housing inmates varies by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.  Upon sentencing, most Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for the duration of their sentence.  Certain Class C felons can be housed in local full service jails if there are no available state prison beds.  The state pays at the rate of $31.34 a day for these prisoners. This amount may or may not cover the cost of housing the felon in a local facility. 

Release of an inmate on his or her own recognizance within 12 hours rather than 24 hours could result in a (one day $31.34) reduction in incarceration costs to local jails as a result of that early release. Alternatively, in the event that a deputy sheriff or jailer would need to transport a prisoner to appear before a judge within 12 hours rather than 24 hours, the expedited appearance could result in an additional cost to the jailer or sheriff’s office. While these costs may be minimal, they ultimately cannot be determined.       
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