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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating the east side of the United States Highway 127 by-pass in Mercer County "The Bataan-Corregidor Highway."

WHEREAS, upon the outbreak of war between the United States and Japan in World War II, approximately 100,000 members of the organized military forces of the Government of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, who had been called into the service of the United States Armed Forces by order of President Roosevelt, were committed to battle, along with United States personnel, against Japanese forces that invaded the Philippines on December 8, 1941; and

WHEREAS, the Filipino and United States defenders of the Philippines engaged Japanese forces from the beaches of the Philippine Islands to the last defense of Bataan and Corregidor in a grueling battle lasting 150 days; and

WHEREAS, the enormous sacrifices of the defenders in the battles of Bataan and Corregidor provided the United States and its Allies with valuable time to prepare their Armed Forces for a counteroffensive campaign against Japan; and

WHEREAS, the surrender of United States and Filipino troops on April 9, 1942, on the Bataan Peninsula led to the infamous Bataan Death March; and

WHEREAS, as many as 11,000 of the approximately 78,000 prisoners of war died during the march to Camp O'Donnell prison camp; and

WHEREAS, the survivors' suffering did not end with the march, as more than twice as many prisoners died in the first two months of imprisonment at Camp O'Donnell as did on the march, and thousands later died of malnourishment, disease, exhaustion, physical abuse, or by execution; and

WHEREAS, more than 140,000 Filipino soldiers fought in units of the United States Army during World War II, and many other Filipinos fought during World War II in units that had no ties or only informal ties to the United States Army; and

WHEREAS, the United States and the Philippines enjoy an enduring friendship; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes the sacrifice, loyalty, and valuable contribution of the Filipino and United States World War II veterans to the causes of peace, freedom, and human dignity;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall designate the east side of the United States Highway 127 by-pass in Mercer County, from the junction of United States Highway 127B with Kentucky Highway 390, a distance of 4.483 miles, "The Bataan-Corregidor Memorial Highway," and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect appropriate signs denoting this designation.
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