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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Department for Environmental Protection to establish a water quality advisory group.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has over 90,000 miles of streams that comprise one of the most complex stream systems in the nation; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly recognizes that achieving water quality goals that are consistent with federal law and allow for the full designated beneficial uses of the surface waters of the Commonwealth enhances public health and safety, promotes environmental protection, and contributes to the economic value of our waterways; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's 2012 Draft Integrated Report lists 2,460 impaired waters in Kentucky, and as of May 2012, 313 total maximum daily load (TMDL) determinations had been prepared by the Division of Water and approved by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, with 114 TMDL determinations planned for public notice in 2013; and

WHEREAS, this increased regulatory activity makes it likely that TMDL development will play a significant role in future Kentucky Pollution Discharge Elimination System permitting for point sources discharging into impaired streams; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly recognizes that local citizens and stakeholder organizations oftentimes have greater knowledge of local watersheds than state agencies, and it is imperative that a framework be established for this knowledge to be applied to the development of standards, including total maximum daily loads, that impact the water quality of those local watersheds;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Department for Environmental Protection shall establish a water quality advisory group, which shall be attached to the Energy and Environment Cabinet for administrative purposes, to review and recommend improvements to assessment methods used for determining the water quality status of streams in the Commonwealth and to develop strategies and suggest funding sources to improve water quality in impaired streams. The director of the Division of Water shall serve as chair, and the rest of the water quality advisory group shall be composed of the presidents or directors of the following organizations, or their designees:

(1)
Kentucky Corn Growers Association;

(2)
Kentucky Soybean Association;

(3)
Kentucky Small Grain Growers Association;

(4)
Agribusiness Association of Kentucky;

(5)
Homebuilders Association of Kentucky;

(6)
Kentucky Farm Bureau;

(7)
Kentucky Cattlemen's Association;

(8)
Kentucky Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association;

(9)
Kentucky Association of Manufacturers;

(10)
Kentucky Auto and Truck Recyclers Association;

(11)
Kentucky Retail Federation;

(12)
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce;

(13)
Kentucky Forest Industries Association;

(14)
Kentucky Oil and Gas Association;

(15)
Kentucky Coal Association;

(16)
University of Kentucky; and

(17)
United States Geological Survey, Kentucky Water Resources Program.

Section 2.   The water quality advisory group shall make findings and develop recommendations regarding the following topics, including but not limited to:

(1)
Methods by which a water body should be listed as an impaired water under 33 U.S.C. sec. 1313(d);

(2)
The TMDL development process for a water body in the Commonwealth;

(3)
The appropriateness, attainability, and status of existing and designated beneficial uses and water quality criteria of waters of the Commonwealth;

(4)
The methods used in the development and implementation of TMDLs and other state water quality plans, including specific actions needed to control point and nonpoint sources; 

(5)
Control strategies to reduce the impact of discharges from nonpoint sources;

(6)
Feasibility of implementing watershed-specific working groups and other strategies that have proven to be useful in improving water quality; and

(7)
Potential sources of funding for water quality improvement projects.

Section 3.   The water quality advisory group shall meet at least three times between the effective date of this Resolution and the submission of the group's findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 4.   The water quality advisory group shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission on or before November 29, 2013. 

Section 5.   The Clerk of the Senate shall mail a copy of this Resolution and notification of its adoption to R. Bruce Scott, Commissioner, Department for Environmental Protection, 200 Fair Oaks Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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