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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating a portion of United States Highway 42 in Boone County in honor of singer, songwriter, and actor James Kenneth "Kenny" Price.

WHEREAS, James Kenneth "Kenny" Price was born May 27, 1931, in Florence and raised on a farm in Boone County; and

WHEREAS, at the tender age of 5 a pivotal moment in the life of Kenny Price occurred when he was given his first guitar; and

WHEREAS, by age 14, Kenny Price was playing country music on WZIP in Cincinnati, and although he was noticeably gifted, at this point in his life, music was only a hobby to him. Young Kenny Price aspired to be a farmer; and

WHEREAS, from 1952 to 1954, Kenny Price proudly served his country as a member of United States Army during the Korean War, eventually becoming a corporal; and

WHEREAS, while serving his country, Kenny Price decided that music was no longer a hobby, it was a way of life. His destiny was to become a professional musician; and

WHEREAS, in 1954, Kenny Price began playing on "Midwestern Hayride" at WLWT Cincinnati, where he eventually became host. And three years later he was appearing on Buddy Ross's local television show "Hometown"; and

WHEREAS, Kenny Price's first professional recordings were for Boone Records, then in 1969 he signed with RCA where he remained as an artist until 1976; and

WHEREAS, Kenny Price had 34 singles chart in his career, including "Walking on New Grass," "Happy Tracks," "Northeast Arkansas Mississippi County Bootlegger," "Lets Truck Together," " and "The Sheriff of Boone County"; and

WHEREAS, Kenny Price was a large-statured man who stood six feet tall and weighed nearly 300 pounds most of his professional career, and he was affectionately known as "The Round Mound of Sound"; and

WHEREAS, in 1976 Kenny Price relocated to Nashville and became a regular on the classic television show Hee Haw where he served as the bass vocalist for the beloved Hee Haw Gospel Quartet, which included Grandpa Jones, Buck Owens, and Roy Clark; and

WHEREAS, in 1978 Kenny Price and Hee Haw cast member Lulu Roman starred in a spin-off called Hee Haw Honeys, which ran from 1978-1979; and

WHEREAS, in the mid-1980s, Kenny Price and his wife Donna, who also wrote a number of his songs, starred in a series called Wish You Were Here that aired on The Nashville Network (TNN). The series followed Kenny and Donna as they traveled across the United States in an RV and visited places of interest; and

WHEREAS, on August 4, 1987, Kenny Price departed these earthly bounds as a result of heart failure, a tremendous blow to the family, friends, and fans who adored him; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly, both individually and collectively, honor the life, memory, and accomplishments of James Kenneth "Kenny" Price by designating a portion of United States Highway 42 in his honor;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to designate United States Highway 42 in Boone County between Interstate 75 and Kentucky Route 237 as the "Kenny Price Memorial Highway," and shall within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution erect the appropriate signage.
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