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A RESOLUTION honoring Florence Mayor Diane Whalen upon being named Outstanding Elected Official for 2012 by the Municipal Government League of Northern Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the Municipal Government League of Northern Kentucky honored Mayor Diane Whalen of Florence, Kentucky as the Outstanding Elected Official for 2012 on November 17, 2012, at their annual awards dinner. This award is given annually to a local elected official who has distinguished himself or herself through public service to Northern Kentucky. The purpose of the award is to recognize a city or county official who has demonstrated commitment to all of Northern Kentucky above and beyond what the official's capacity requires. The League selected Mayor Whalen from a list of nominees in the eight-county region of Northern Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Florence Mayor Diane Whalen richly deserved this award for her public service in Northern Kentucky. In 1999, when Diane Whalen became the Mayor of Florence, she developed a 15 to 20 year strategic plan for the City of Florence which included a Family Aquatic Center, a skate park, a minor league baseball stadium and the redevelopment of the World of Golf. Her plan also contained the following elements:  a city branding campaign, additional parks and recreation, community and economic development, and a renewed emphasis on the core services offered by the City of Florence; and

WHEREAS, the nominators of Mayor Whalen spoke highly of her contributions to the City of Florence as well as Northern Kentucky as a whole. Johnna Reeder, the Duke Energy Vice President for Community Relations and Economic Development, praised Mayor Diane Whalen as a lifelong resident, who has spent her entire career dedicated to the growth and economic development of Florence as well as Northern Kentucky. Furthermore, Johnna Reeder spoke highly of her strategic planning ability and her implementation of the plan to bring about a community where others would want to work and live; and

WHEREAS, Adam Caswell, Vice President for Public Affairs with the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, commented on her regional influence and stated that without her work, the City of Florence and the Northern Kentucky region would not be as successfully positioned "to be an economic driver for decades to come"; and

WHEREAS, Governor Steve Beshear congratulated Mayor Diane Whalen and was pleased to have worked with her to bring jobs to Northern Kentucky. Governor Steve Beshear praised her as "a tireless advocate for residents of her city, and the entire region benefits because of it." Mayor Diane Whalen truly "understands the importance of investing in our communities";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.  The Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky recognizes the achievements of Mayor Diane Whalen in the field of economic development and strategic planning for the City of Florence as well as Northern Kentucky. The Senate congratulates Mayor Diane Whalen, who is honored as the Outstanding Elected Official for 2012 by the Municipal Government League of Northern Kentucky.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall send a copy of this Resolution to Senator Schickel for delivery to Mayor Diane Whalen.
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