UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 01/08/13
13 REG. SESS.
13 RS BR 451


A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Mike Haydon, Chief of Staff of Governor Steve Beshear.

WHEREAS, Mike Haydon was born on June 1, 1950, in Springfield, Kentucky to C. H. and Frances Haydon. One of seven brothers and sisters, Mike Haydon enjoyed growing up in Washington County. He attended St. Dominic Elementary School and Washington County High School. Then, he graduated from Western Kentucky University; and

WHEREAS, Mike Haydon served in the Kentucky National Guard and the United States Army. After his military service, he began his career in public service at the local level in his native Washington County. During the early part of his career, he worked for both the Lincoln Trail and Buffalo Trace Area Development Districts. From 1983 until 1985, he worked as the Springfield City Administrator. In 1985, Mike Haydon was elected Washington County Property Valuation Administrator. Prior to the end of his term, Governor Brereton Jones tapped him for state service because of his outstanding talent and commitment to public service; and

WHEREAS, his state public service spanned the administrations of four Kentucky Governors. In 1990, his career began as Deputy Secretary of the Revenue Cabinet in the administration of Governor Wallace Wilkinson. During the administration of Governor Brereton Jones, he initially served as the Director of Purchasing for the Finance and Administration Cabinet and was subsequently chosen the Deputy Secretary of Finance in 1993. Mike Haydon managed the Department of Property Taxation in the Revenue Cabinet for Governor Paul Patton in 1996. Later, Governor Patton appointed him as Secretary of the Revenue Cabinet and then as the Deputy Secretary of the Executive Cabinet under Secretary Crit Luallen; and

WHEREAS, the people of his hometown elected Mike Haydon Mayor of Springfield, Kentucky where he worked with boundless energy for his hometown. During this time, he worked diligently on many major redevelopment projects, developed a curbside recycling program, and expanded waterlines in Springfield, Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, Majority Floor Leader Rocky Adkins picked Mike Haydon as his Chief of Staff in December 2003.  Representative Adkins praised him as "a great service to me when I became majority leader." Furthermore, Rep. Rocky Adkins admired him for "his years in public service, knowledge of the legislative process, and intellect." He served in this capacity until Governor Steve Beshear appointed him to manage the Governor's Office of Legislative Relations; and

WHEREAS, his public service career culminated in his appointment as Chief of Staff for Governor Steve Beshear in 2010. Mike Haydon considered it an honor to serve the Governor as his Chief of Staff. Governor Beshear praised him "for his dedication, counsel, knowledge, and a sense of humor." Governor Beshear felt a great sense of personal loss for his friend and Chief of Staff who was so committed to a better future for Kentucky and its citizens; and

WHEREAS, Mike Haydon, a devoted Democrat, was a highly respected man who was able to transcend party lines and work cooperatively for the betterment of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Senator Jimmy Higdon put it this way:  "Politics never came into play when Mike Haydon and I had a conversation about an issue." Senator Higdon also praised Mike Haydon for "his leadership and behind the scenes work"; and

WHEREAS, Mike Haydon was truly devoted to his family. He was a loving and devoted father and husband. On August 12, 2012, he passed away suddenly and his loss is mourned by his wife, family, and friends throughout the breadth of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. He is survived by his lovely wife, Lisa Jones Haydon, and their three children, Blair, Kate, and Ben Haydon; his parents, C. H. and Frances Haydon, his brothers, Charlie Haydon, Hugh Haydon, and Joe Pat Haydon; and his sisters, Mary Ann Hale, Nancy Carney, Betty Carol Barber, and Laura Haydon; numerous nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews; and

WHEREAS, Mike Haydon was a member of the St. Dominic Parish, the Knights of Columbus, and the Lions Club. Furthermore, he served on many county and state boards and organizations. His devotion to his family and friends, as well as his dedication to public service and the future of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, are the hallmarks of Mike Haydon, an outstanding Kentuckian;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its deep sense of sorrow upon the passing of this outstanding public servant, Mike Haydon, and extends to his family, friends, and community its sincere condolences for the tragic loss of a wonderful family man and friend.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the late Mike Haydon, former Chief of Staff for Governor Steve Beshear.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Jimmy Higdon for hand delivery to the family.
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