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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to consider establishing a VA Medical Center in Southeastern Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky only has two full-service veterans hospitals, the Lexington VA Medical Center and the Robley Rex VA Medical Center in Louisville, leaving the veterans who are residents of Southeastern Kentucky no option other than to drive to Lexington, Louisville, or one of the surrounding states to utilize the services of a veterans hospital; and

WHEREAS, because Southeastern Kentucky lies in Appalachia, the driving times for residents of this area are exacerbated by the geography of the counties, making the drive to the closest VA Medical Center a long and arduous process for the veterans in the region; and

WHEREAS, Southeastern Kentucky is home to more than 34,000 veterans who have courageously served our country, many of whom sacrificed their own safety for the freedom of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the courage and sacrifices exemplified by our veterans require no less than our unwavering determination to ensure that they are able to easily utilize the benefits they have so bravely earned; and 

WHEREAS, if the United States Department of Veterans Affairs would establish a VA Medical Center in Southeastern Kentucky, it would greatly ease travel burdens of many veterans residing in Southeastern Kentucky who turn to VA Medical Centers for their healthcare needs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate urges the United States Department of Veterans Affairs to consider establishing a VA Medical Center in Southeastern Kentucky to serve the more than 34,000 veterans who are in need of convenient access to a VA Medical Center.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to mail a copy of this Resolution to Secretary Eric K. Shinseki, United States Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420.
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