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A RESOLUTION honoring Mary Steele upon being the first woman President of the Funeral Directors Association of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Mary Steele, of Pineville, Kentucky is the first woman President in the 135-year history of the Funeral Directors Association of Kentucky (FDAK). She was the first woman in Bell County to receive both a funeral director and an embalmer license. She has served on the FDAK Board of Directors since 2003 and on the executive board since 2009. As part of the board, she has traveled to many areas of the United States to represent Kentucky funeral directors and embalmers; and

WHEREAS, Mary Steele has also been recognized by the National Funeral Directors Association (NFDA) with the highest award for a woman in funeral service, the Initiative Award. She was one of only two women in Kentucky to receive this very prestigious award. She also received a scholarship to attend the NFDA's Professional Women's Conference. In addition to being recognized by the NFDA and the FDAK, she is the first woman in Southeastern Kentucky to be both a certified funeral service practitioner and certified preneed consultant in Bell County. She has been recognized by the FDAK for being the first person in the history of the association to receive a recognition for earning over 1000 hours of voluntary continuing education. As a member of the International Order of the Golden Rule, a funeral service organization, Mary Steele has served the organization as a member and chairperson of the communications committee for several years; and

WHEREAS, Mary Steele's funeral home was the first funeral home in Kentucky to be inducted into the NFDA Hall of Excellence. Her funeral home has also been honored to earn more Pursuit of Excellence awards from the NFDA in Kentucky for a total of 17 Eagle Awards. Less than two percent of the funeral homes in the world qualify to receive this outstanding honor. Her funeral home is the first funeral home in the nation to receive the Community Service Award for dedication to the families she served in 2010; and

WHEREAS, in addition to Mary Steele's activities in the funeral profession, she has served in many community activities in Pineville and Bell County, including the Chamber of Commerce Board for three terms, the Pineville School Board, the Local School Board Liaison to the State School Board, the Kentucky Mountain Laurel Festival Board, the Kiwanis Club, and as a Girl Scout and Cub Scout Leader, and she has been active in church and many other activities; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate congratulates Mary Steele upon becoming the first woman President of the Funeral Directors Association of Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Mary Steele.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Brandon Smith for personal delivery.
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