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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Reverend Arthur Smith.

WHEREAS, Reverend Arthur Smith was born on February 21, 1943, a native son of the Commonwealth and esteemed treasure of the City of Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Arthur Smith was raised in a family commissioned to service, enriching him with a passion to lead and instilling in him a burning fervor to advocate for the rights and needs of the disadvantaged; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Arthur Smith led as an active voice in his community, speaking for development and opportunity as Louisville's 10th Ward Alderman from 1981 to 1989, and forging the fight for equality and civil rights as a past president of the NAACP Youth Council and member of the NAACP Executive Committee; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Arthur Smith was a steadfast steward in the community of faith, shepherding the flock at Portland Memorial Missionary Baptist Church for 46 years and preaching love to everyone he encountered; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Arthur Smith was a beloved patriarch to his family, the adoring companion and husband of Barbara Smith; the devoted father of Reverend Stephen D. Smith (Odessa), Leon A. Smith (Margaret), Reginale D., and Rhonda Rattler; the proud grandfather of 12 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren; and the admired brother of Donald E. (Toni), Victor L. (Mae), and Reverend Gregory F. Smith (Tonya); and

WHEREAS, on February 25, 2013, Reverend Arthur Smith laid down his life of valiant service and entered into eternal rest, leaving his family, congregation, and an entire community in solemn mourning; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Arthur Smith will forever be cherished for his compassionate spirit, boundless faith, and unwavering love for all people;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, express their most profound and sincere condolences upon the passing of Reverend Arthur Smith, and extend their heartfelt sympathy to his family, friends and community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Reverend Arthur Smith.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Gerald A. Neal for delivery to the family.
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