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A RESOLUTION honoring Master Sergeant Bao Huynh upon being named the 2013 Kentucky Air National Guard Outstanding Honor Guard Member of the Year.

WHEREAS, Master Sergeant Bao Huynh was born in South Vietnam and moved to Sioux City, Iowa, to live with his uncle in June 1996, when he was 14 years old; and

WHEREAS, while working a minimum of 36 hours a week during high school, Master Sergeant Bao Huynh graduated from North High School in Sioux City after only three years by taking summer and early classes, and yet still managed to graduate with honors and in the top five percent of his class; and

WHEREAS, Master Sergeant Bao Huynh joined the military as a high school senior and was the first Vietnamese airman in the Iowa Air National Guard. After completing basic training and Services Technical School, Master Sergeant Huynh spent time at the base assisting the recruiting team and participated in events that promoted the benefits of the Air National Guard, helping the minority population understand that the military is open to every citizen. In 2000, Master Sergeant Bao Huynh received the 185th Airlift Wing Support Group "Airman of the Quarter" award; and

WHEREAS, in August 2007, Master Sergeant Bao Huynh transferred to the Kentucky Air National Guard and has been a member of the 123rd Base Honor Guard since March 2011; and

WHEREAS, Master Sergeant Bao Huynh is a Drill Status Guardsman assigned to the 123rd Force Support Squadron's Services Flight of the Kentucky National Guard. Master Sergeant Huynh takes great pride in serving the families of those who served our country in their time of mourning and feels it is a great honor to do so. As part of the Honor Guard, he also participates in presenting the colors at public events, serving as the face of the Air Force for others in the community; and

WHEREAS, Master Sergeant Bao Huynh and his lovely wife, Cuc Pham, have three beautiful children: Nathan, Nolan, and Noelle. Outside of the military, Master Sergeant Huynh works full-time at Horseshoe Casino as the Table Games Lead Supervisor; and

WHEREAS, Master Sergeant Bao Huynh recognizes the value of the Honor Guard and uses his attention to detail to enhance the Honor Guard because he knows how much it means to veterans and the people that the Air Force serves, but he also mentors unit members who are struggling with the physical fitness test and advises fellow airmen on education and training opportunities available to them; and

WHEREAS, as part of his endorsement of Master Sergeant Bao Huynh's nomination for the United States Air Force Honor Guard Member of the Year Award, Major General Edward Tonini, Kentucky Adjutant General, noted that Master Sergeant Huynh participated in 37 military funerals in 2012 and was a member of 15 Color Guard details, both on base and in the local community. The Adjutant General commended the master sergeant's impeccable grooming standards as well as his infallible use of military customs and courtesies, and recognized that Master Sergeant Huynh is a valuable asset to the Kentucky Air National Guard and the United States Air Force;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor Master Sergeant Bao Huynh upon being named the 2013 Kentucky Air National Guard Outstanding Honor Guard Member of the Year.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day it does so in honor of Master Sergeant Bao Huynh.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Major General Edward Tonini, the Adjutant General, 100 Minuteman Parkway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-6168.
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