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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Walter B. Leach.

WHEREAS, Walter B. Leach, the son of the late Porter and Mary Jane Leach was born in West Liberty, Kentucky, on May 22, 1920. Since he was one of 10 children whose father died when he was young, he and his older brothers were left to take care of "Mammy" and the other children. Although he grew up on "the poor side of the county," the neighboring families shared fresh vegetables from the garden and slaughtered a hog in November for the winter months. Back then, he could not go to school after the seventh grade and military service provided an option. During World War II, he enlisted in the United States Army and sent money home to "Mammy." The ability to travel all over the world and to serve his country in the military police in Okinawa, Japan, was a source of great pride for him; and

WHEREAS, after his military service, he married Alma Ross Leach and he returned to work in the factories in Dayton, Ohio, but always dreamed of returning to Kentucky to farm since he knew nature very well. He worked as a drill press operator for the National Cash Register Company in Dayton, Ohio, except for a brief period after his son, Douglas Keith Leach, was born and he returned to Kentucky to farm. The hard winter and a less than advantageous deal on rented land forced the practical side of life to prevail and he returned to National Cash Register where he was rehired and worked until he was 55, and the factory began downsizing. At that time, his daughter, Sylvia Leach Lovely was studying at Morehead State University and fulfilling her father's dream that his children would have a better life than he did; and

WHEREAS, Walter B. Leach returned to Kentucky, and began to take care of his two grandchildren, Ross and David and showed them how to have fun without spending money by watching trains, taking bus rides and visiting construction sites. Later, his wife, Alma Leach Ross to whom he was married for over 50 years, developed cervical cancer and he was devoted to her in her declining health. During the last part of his life, he also went to a nursing home. He departed this life on January 26, 2013, at the age of 92, and as his daughter, Sylvia Lovely said, "you don't get to 92 being a weanie"; and

WHEREAS, Walter B. Leach was a devoted father and family man, who was preceded in death by his wife, Alma Ross Leach, and is survived by his daughter, Sylvia Leach Lovely and her husband, Bernie Lovely; his son, Douglas Keith Leach; his brother Jimmy Leach; his two sisters, Marjorie Evans and Bea Adkins; his two grandchildren; his two adorable great-grandchildren; and many other relatives and friends of both Walter and Alma Leach;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its deep sense of sorrow upon the passing of Walter B. Leach and extends to his family, friends, and community its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the late Walter B. Leach.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Kathy Stein for delivery.
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