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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Donald "Don" Duff.

WHEREAS, Donald "Don" Duff, the son of the late Curtis Burnham and Mahalia Roberts Duff, was born in Hyden, Kentucky, on December 30, 1930, and was very proud of his heritage in the heart of the mountains of Eastern Kentucky. While he earned his undergraduate degree from Union College, he was an outstanding baseball player and played professional baseball in the minor leagues of Eastern Kentucky. He attended the University of Kentucky College of Law where he was a member of the Phi Alpha Delta fraternity. In his leisure time, he enjoyed playing golf and was delighted to teach his son and granddaughter all the finer points of golf, and he was also an enthusiastic fan of the University of Kentucky Wildcats; and

WHEREAS, from 1955 until 1957, he served in the United States Army in the Counter-Intelligence Corps. After his military service, he returned to Hyden, Kentucky, where he practiced law for four years. In 1962, he received an appointment as General Counsel for the Kentucky Department of Highways and later was promoted to Deputy Commissioner. After he left state government in 1971, he began the private practice of law in Frankfort where he practiced administrative law and focused on representing state employees before the Personnel Board. Over the years, he established a reputation as a brilliant attorney and a gentleman of high integrity and became one of the most prominent attorneys in the region. In both 2011 and 2012, he was listed as one of Kentucky's Best Lawyers and The Best Lawyers in America, which shows that his fellow attorneys had a high regard for his legal ability; and

WHEREAS, Donald Duff was a loyal servant of the Lord and a faithful member of the South Frankfort Presbyterian Church for over 45 years. During this time, he served the church as deacon, trustee, and elder for numerous terms. According to his fellow attorneys and loved ones, he was a "saint among men."  His tireless efforts for the South Frankfort Presbyterian Church physically and fiscally transformed the lovely church on the corner of Third and Steele Streets in Frankfort, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Donald Duff was a loving and devoted father, grandfather, and brother. He dearly cherished his wife, Janet Champlin Duff, with whom he celebrated over 54 years of marriage. Preceded in death by his late parents and his lovely wife, he is survived by his son, Robert B. Duff (Shelley); his daughter, Grace Cho (Matt); his granddaughter, Ashley Duff; his grandson, Marcus Cho; and his sister, Jean Rezek. He went to be with the Lord on February 28, 2013, at the age of 82, and his passing is mourned across the width and breadth of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family, friends, and community of Donald Duff.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of the late Donald Duff.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Julian Carroll for delivery to the family.
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