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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Bryant Stiles.

WHEREAS, Bryant Stiles was born on December 5, 1956, in Owensboro, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on September 19, 2012; and

WHEREAS, Bryant Stiles was the beloved husband of his wife of 33 years, Cherie (Gilmore) Stiles; father of Christin Brown (Thomas) and Hannah Stiles; grandfather of Clay Thomas Brown; son of Bobby and Edwina Stiles; brother of Michael Stiles (Kim); and he leaves behind many other family members who loved him dearly; and 

WHEREAS, Bryant Stiles obtained a degree in business from Kentucky Wesleyan College. After marrying his college sweetheart, he and his bride returned to his hometown of Calhoun, where they settled down and raised their family; and

WHEREAS, Bryant Stiles was a committed and dedicated public servant to the citizens of the Commonwealth and the nation through his myriad of firefighting roles; and 

WHEREAS, Bryant Stiles first fell in love with firefighting when he was 17 years old. Within seven years he became the McClean County Central District Fire Department’s training officer and a certified emergency medical technician. He went on to serve as the fire chief for the department, and was serving as assistant fire chief at the time of his passing; and

WHEREAS, while serving as fire chief, Bryant Stiles led an effort to embrace the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress certification process that provides additional training for firefighters. This effort was one of many that marked Bryant’s dedication to providing firefighters with the best training available; and

WHEREAS, Bryant Stiles was an integral member in the development of the Green River Officers School, which attracts hundreds of firefighters from across Kentucky every year; and

WHEREAS, in 2005, Bryant Stiles accepted a position as the Division Director for Homeland Security Exercise Division, and in 2008 took on the additional responsibilities of Division Director of the Kentucky Fire Commission’s State Fire Rescue Training program. These positions allowed him to be instrumental in developing the mobile training facilities fleet to provide training to firefighters across the Commonwealth and an Applied Science Degree in Fire Rescue Science Technology within the Kentucky Community and Technical College System; and

WHEREAS, during his long career, Bryant Stiles was an active member of the Kentucky Firefighters Association, serving on numerous committees and as treasurer, and has represented Kentucky on the National Volunteer Fire Council. He has also worked with the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program and served as a member of the North American Fire Training Directors association; and

WHEREAS, on July 31, 2012, Bryant Stiles was inducted into the Kentucky Firefighters Association Hall of Fame, during which it was noted that, no matter the job, Bryant could be found working behind the scenes making certain everything went as planned, enjoying the success of the project over personal accolades; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Bryant Stiles has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Bryant Stiles and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Bryant Stiles.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Jerry Rhoads, Capitol Annex Room 254 for delivery.
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