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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Ruth Booker Bryant.

WHEREAS, Ruth Booker Bryant was well known as a civil rights advocate who actively participated in the public accommodations demonstrations, the Open Housing Campaign and the movement to end discrimination in housing. She was a member of the West End Community Council, cofounder and president of the Women United for Social Action, and founder of the Black Unity League of Kentucky in 1968. In her career, she worked in the housing field as a housing developer and always sought to build bridges to her community through her company, Booker Bryant and Associates; and 

WHEREAS, Ruth Booker Bryant was an award-winning civil rights activist who was inducted into the Kentucky Civil Rights Hall of Fame in 2003, and received the Carl and Anne Braden Lifetime Achievement Award in 2011, for her outstanding work and service in the Louisville Civil Rights Movement; and

WHEREAS, she was a practicing Buddhist, and she worked diligently for world peace in her home community. Because she cared so deeply about the plight of the minorities, the poor, and the oppressed, she compassionately gave of herself as an advocate for both civil and human rights; and

WHEREAS, Ruth Booker Bryant was an inspiration to everyone who knew her. Preceded in death by her loving husband, Roscoe C. Bryant Jr., M.D., she is survived by her daughters, Vicki C. Bryant, Esq., Councilwoman Cheri Bryant Hamilton, and Peggy Hill; her son, Roscoe C. Bryant, III, Esq., (Jennifer); her four grandchildren; and her sister, Beverly Cumbo. Brightening the lives of everyone whose lives she touched, she leaves behind a legacy of hope; and

WHEREAS, Ruth Booker Bryant departed this life on March 7, 2013, at the age of 89, and the passing of this remarkable woman is mourned by her loving family, friends, her Jefferson County community and the entire Commonwealth of Kentucky, for she gave hope for change in society to those who needed equality;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of a truly remarkable civil rights leader, Ruth Booker Bryant.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Ruth Booker Bryant.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Gerald A. Neal for delivery to the family.
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