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A RESOLUTION honoring the Clay County High School Tigers Boys Basketball Team 2013 13th Region Champions.

WHEREAS, Clay County High School is home to one of the most storied traditions in Kentucky high school basketball, having won the 1987 state championship and dominating the 13th Region from the 1980s until the early 2000s; and

WHEREAS, this year's Clay County Tigers recaptured some of the school's past glory by defeating Harlan County 84-76 to avenge an earlier loss, capture the 13th Region Championship, and advance to the Sweet Sixteen for the first time since 2001; and

WHEREAS, although they were defeated in the opening round of the Sweet Sixteen, the Tigers and their fans can take enormous pride in a successful season which saw them record 26 wins against only 7 losses, including 15 wins in a row through the Regional final; and

WHEREAS, the leader of the Tigers was sophomore guard Tyler "Chip" McDaniel, who averaged 18.4 points per game, shooting 38.2 percent from three-point range and 86.7 percent from the foul line; and

WHEREAS, Clay County had outstanding leadership from senior starters Kody Reed, who averaged 10 points a game; Stephon Lyttle,  who averaged 11.6 points per game; Marty Bowling, who averaged in double figures in both points and rebounds; and Jarrod Rice; and

WHEREAS, other members of the Tigers squad included Seniors Christian McNeal, Blake Rojas, and Travis Smith; Junior Charlie Gabbard; Sophomores Ryan Holland and Travis Mills; Freshmen Blake Smith and Wes Wolfe; and 8th Graders Trevor Sams and Will Sexton; and

WHEREAS, Clay County was guided back to the state tournament by Head Coach Robert Marcum, who played for the Tigers in the 1990s, and assistants Harvey Travis, James Smith, Glenn Gray, and Jimmy Dezarn; and

WHEREAS, the 2013 Clay County Tigers should be recognized and honored for their accomplishments, dedication, and hard work, and for the thrills that they gave to their supporters on their way back to the Sweet Sixteen;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby recognize and applaud the Clay County Tigers Boys Basketball Team, head coach Robert Marcum and his assistants and support staff, Athletic Director Robert Nicholson, Principal Michael Gregory, and Superintendent Reecia Samples upon winning the 2013 13th Region Basketball Championship, and wish the players and coaches the best of luck in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Principal Michael Gregory, Clay County High School, 415 Clay County High Road, Manchester, Kentucky 40962.
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