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A RESOLUTION honoring the Marion County High School Lady Knights, 2013 KHSAA Girls' Sweet Sixteen Basketball Champions.

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2013, before a crowd of 6,259 fans in historic Diddle Arena on the campus of Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, the Marion County High School Lady Knights defeated the Pandas of Notre Dame Academy 52-36 to win the 2013 KHSAA Girls' Sweet Sixteen Basketball Championship; and

WHEREAS, the championship game saw the Lady Knights dominate from the opening tip in a contest in which they never trailed, and led by at least 10 points throughout the entire second half; and

WHEREAS, the championship game marked the end of a perfect season in which the Lady Knights compiled a record of 39-0 and became the first undefeated girls' state champion since the 1984 Marshall County squad, and only the third Kentucky team to achieve that distinction; and

WHEREAS, Marion County was, quite simply, one of the most dominant Kentucky high school basketball teams in history, defeating their opponents by an average score of 71-38 and defeating every Kentucky opponent they faced by at least 15 points; and

WHEREAS, Marion County became the first Fifth Region team, boys or girls, to win four consecutive regional championships and set a school record for wins, and finished the season ranked fifth in the nation by USA Today; and

WHEREAS, the veteran Lady Knights, with four senior starters, were led on the floor by Sweet Sixteen Most Valuable Player and McDonald's All-American Makayla Epps, who averaged 22.8 points per game for the season; and

WHEREAS, other starters for Marion County included seniors Kyvin Goodin-Rogers and Logan Powell, who joined Epps on the All-Tournament Team, senior Patrice Tonge, who was the winner of the Forcht Bank/Kentucky National Insurance Uncommon Excellence Award, and junior Alexus Calhoun; and

WHEREAS, other members of the Lady Knights included juniors Timera Burton, Colleen Rakes, and Evelyn Taylor; and 8th Graders Ambrasia Adams, Haeli Howard, Jordan Thomas, and Kaylee Wheatley; and 

WHEREAS, the Indians were guided to the championship by Head Coach Trent Milby, who was recognized as the Naismith National High School Girls' Coach of the Year by the Atlanta Tipoff Club; and

WHEREAS, Milby was assisted by Robert S. Spalding and Anthony Epps; and

WHEREAS, the achievements of the Marion County Lady Knights and the determination, drive, and sustained excellence displayed by this basketball team that will forever be recorded in the annals of Kentucky high school basketball as one of its greatest champions, are worthy of public recognition;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby congratulate the Marion County High School Lady Knights, Head Coach Trent Milby and his assistants and support staff, Athletic Director Robby Peterson, Principal Stacey Hall, and Superintendent Chuck Hamilton upon winning the 2013 KHSAA Girls' Sweet Sixteen Basketball Championship, and wish them good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Senator Jimmy Higdon for presentation to the team.
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