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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of all Kentuckians who are serving or have served in the United States Navy Hospital Corps.

WHEREAS, with the Spanish-American War looming, Congress authorized the establishment of the United States Navy Hospital Corps, and President William McKinley signed into law the bill creating the United States Navy Hospital Corps on June 17, 1898; and

WHEREAS, since its inception in 1898, the United States Navy Hospital Corps has answered the familiar call to duty, "Corpsman Up," providing invaluable medical support to the United States Navy and the United States Marine Corps in every major battle that the United States has fought; and

WHEREAS, during World War I the United States Navy Hospital Corps served throughout the conflict while earning particular distinction on the Western Front. Members of the Corps were awarded two Medals of Honor, 55 Navy Crosses, and 237 Silver Stars; and

WHEREAS, during World War II the United States Navy Hospital Corpsmen saved countless United States Marines on every beach that they stormed and, all told, the Corps sustained 1,724 casualties. Seven corpsmen were awarded the Medal of Honor, 67 received the Navy Cross, and 464 received the Silver Star; and

WHEREAS, at the outset of the Korean War in 1950 the Navy Hospital Corps continued to serve the Marine Corps during combat operations. Five Medals of Honor were awarded to Navy Hospital Corpsmen and 107 sacrificed their lives in service of the country during this conflict; and

WHEREAS, during the 12-year Vietnam conflict from 1963 to 1975, 628 Navy Hospital Corpsmen were killed in action while another 3,353 were wounded. Members of the United States Navy Hospital Corps were awarded three Medals of Honor, 29 Navy Crosses, 127 Silver Stars, two Legions of Merit, 290 Bronze Stars, and 4,563 Purple Hearts; and

WHEREAS, today more than 20,000 active duty and reserve Navy Hospital Corpsmen serve with both the Navy and Marine Corps throughout the world.  The Commonwealth and this great nation can rest assured that as long as members of the United States Navy Hospital Corps deploy with Sailors and Marines worldwide, they will provide critical mission support aboard ship, in the air, under the sea, and on the battlefield;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate recognizes the thousands of Kentuckians who have served or are serving in the United States Navy Hospital Corps and its storied tradition of honor, service, and sacrifice to the Commonwealth and the United States of America during both perilous times of conflict and during peace.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day it does so in honor of the United States Navy Hospital Corps and all Kentuckians who have served the Corps.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Charles Daniel, 400 Farrell Drive #342, Fort Wright, Kentucky 41011-5187.
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