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A RESOLUTION honoring the Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour for setting a new and outstanding attendance record in 2012.

WHEREAS, more than 500,000 people visited the Kentucky Bourbon Trail distilleries in 2012, making this the first time that the world-renowned tourism attraction has broken the half million mark since its inception in 1999; and

WHEREAS, this new attendance record is a 15 percent increase over 2011, as travelers from all 50 states and more than 50 different countries have made this iconic Bluegrass journey of one of Kentucky's signature industries; and

WHEREAS, the landmark tour features Four Roses and Wild Turkey in Lawrenceburg, Heaven Hill in Bardstown, Jim Beam in Clermont, Maker's Mark in Loretto, Town Branch in Lexington, and Woodford Reserve in Versailles; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's legendary distilleries are doing more than ever to welcome Bourbon visitors and to share this timeless craft through a first-hand, educational, and interactive look at the art and science behind the industry; and

WHEREAS, Four Roses, Jim Beam, and Maker's Mark unveiled new and improved tourism experiences in 2012. Wild Turkey broke ground on a new visitor's center set to debut later this year, and Alltech's Town Branch Distillery joined the tour this past September. For the first time, the tour welcomed official sponsors to enhance the visitor experience, including the Louisville Marriott East, R & R Limo, The Woodford Inn, The Beaumont Inn, Art Eatables, and more; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Distillers' Association's "Passport" program that rewards visitors who receive stamps at all Kentucky Bourbon Trail distilleries has reached an all-time high, with 18,360 people from 50 states and 11 countries completing their Passport in 2012. This a 56 percent increase over the previous year and a dramatic 9,614 percent increase since the program started in 2007; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Distillers' Association expects the 50,000th Passport holder in 2013. Passport holders bring much needed revenue to local communities, with a Kentucky Bourbon Trail distillery drawing in 85 percent of its visitors from outside of Kentucky. In 2012, 75 percent of visitors stayed in a hotel or a bed and breakfast, and 70 percent came to Kentucky just for the unique Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour experience; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Distillers' Association hired its first ever Director of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail program in February 2012. Kentucky remains the only place in the world where visitors can enjoy the one, true authentic Bourbon experience. This body is proud to witness these achievements and looks forward to witnessing the Kentucky Bourbon Trail Tour breaking more records as it continues to share Kentucky's "mash appeal";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate congratulates the Kentucky Bourbon Trail program on its new tour attendance record of over 500,000 visitors in 2012.

Section 2.   When The Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Jimmy Higdon for personal delivery.
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